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By BLESING BATURE-AKPA-
KPAN, Abuja 

It’s been a tough period for 
many Nigerians living in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
especially those in Dubai, as 
they lament the loss of jobs 

and difficulty in obtaining a work 
permit.

Bisi Kazeem, one of the affected 
Nigerians, believes authorities in 
the Middle East country are pun-
ishing them for the sins of a few.

“As far as I’m concerned, I can 
only say maybe it is one out of 10, 
or 10 out of 100 Nigerians that 
are doing the bad things,” he said. 
“Every other person is facing his/
her job.”

She continued: “It has not been 
easy at all. I have been feeding from 
hand to mouth. Even as I speak, in 
the next two to three days, the rent 
here will expire. I don’t even know 
how I am going to pay the owner.”

Reports of a ban on work permits 
for Nigerians living in the UAE first 
surfaced over two months ago.

Since then, hundreds of legiti-
mate workers have lost their jobs, 
or have been unable to secure new 
employment. The effect, for most, 
has been devastating.

“We are starving here,” Azeez 
Akogun, a technician, said. “We are 
facing a lot of stress. A lot of peo-
ple are being frustrated; I am be-
ing frustrated. Every day, being at 
home without any income; so, it’s 
kind of crazy.”

“I never had any issue with my 
company,” said Olabanji Folorun-
sho who is still in shock after he was 

relieved of his security job. “Not a 
single warning letter from my com-
pany.”

Officials at the Nigerian Embassy 
in the UAE say they are doing eve-
rything in their power to resolve 
the issue, but the question the vic-
tims are asking is for how long?

“I am begging them (UAE au-
thorities) to lift the ban so I can 
continue my job,” a disturbed Ka-
zeem pleaded. “They should just 
pity we the innocent ones so that 
in the nearest future, one will not 
become a destitute or a nuisance in 
the land of UAE.”

Crime rate is said to have been 
rising among foreigners in the UAE. 
Earlier this year, videos surfaced 
online, showing the aftermath of a 
violent cultist-related altercation 
linked to Nigerians – an incident 
many believe has now led to work 
restrictions.

Similarly, in February, it was re-
ported online that an Indian was 
robbed of Rs 55,30,806 by four 
Nigerian women in Dubai. The 
33-year-old man was reportedly 
lured into a fake massage parlour 
through a dating app.

Following an investigation, 
Dubai Police say three women were 
arrested in Sharjah – a city also in 
the UAE – in connection with the 
crime.

Amid concerns raised by law-
abiding Nigerians and nationals of 
other African nations said to have 
also been affected, the Euro-Med 
Human Rights Monitor and Im-
pACT International released a joint 
report on Thursday.

The document, titled “They told 

us that they hated black Africans,” 
contains alleged widespread state-
sponsored violations of human 
rights on African migrant workers 
in the UAE.

According to the internation-
al bodies, the report was compiled 
based on about 100 interviews 
with migrant workers from Nige-

ria, Came-
roon, and Uganda, and over 20 of 
those who spoke confirmed a mas-
sive campaign of arrests against Af-
rican workers in the UAE.

The workers said the attacks, car-
ried out on June 24 and 25 alleged-
ly by authorities, were planned, tar-
geted, and racially motivated.

At least 800 workers were report-

edly taken over the course of two 
nights, with an unknown number 
still under detention. Many were 
said to have been deported despite 
having valid residence visas and/or 
work permits.

“I was kidnapped on 25 June at 
2am on my bed sleeping,” Melachio 
Carlos, a Cameroonian who worked 

as a 
waiter, was quoted as saying in the 
54-page report. “They took me and 
asked about my ID, passport, valid 
residency permit, and phone.

“They stole everything in my 
room. They beat me and took me 
half-naked, only with my sleep-
ing clothes, to Al Wathba prison in 
Abu Dhabi. We arrived there and 

they put us in prison. They also 
took our wives, some of them were 
pregnant.”

“They took us to the prison, and 
when we got there, they did not 
give sanitary pads for the women 
who were doing their menstrual 
cycle,” an Ugandan nanny, Cathe-
rine Kuheisa, said. “Blood was run-
ning down their legs and when we 
went to ask for pads, they were just 
laughing at us.”

The UAE Ministry of Human 
Resources and Emiratisation 
(MoHRE) is responsible for issuing 
work permits to foreigners willing 
to work in the country.

According to the law of the coun-
try – Article 1 of Ministerial Decree 
No. 766 of 2015, a worker whose 
employment is terminated due to 
contract expiration can get a new 
work permit whenever he/she 
wishes to join new employment.

The law also allows an employ-
ee to get a new work permit for all 
limited and non-limited contracts 
if it is determined that the employ-
er has failed to meet the legal and 
contractual obligations, among oth-
er conditions.

In his reaction, the UAE Ambas-
sador in Nigeria, Dr Fahad Obaid 
Al Taffaq, stated that the said ban 
is not official and not from UAE au-
thorities.

“From what I believe as an official 
position from the UAE, the UAE is 
a very welcoming country. We have 
no discrimination against any na-
tionality,” Taffaq said in a conver-
sation with the Chairman of Ni-
gerians in Diaspora Commission 
(NIDCOM), Abike Dabiri-Erewa.

By Akogu Yusuf

The Federal Gov-
ernment has ap-
proved the Na-
tional Policy on 
fifth generation 

(5G) network in Nigeria.
This is according to the 

Minister of Communica-
tions and Digital Econo-
my, Isa Pantami, who ad-
dressed journalists in 
Abuja after the weekly Fed-
eral Executive Council in 
on Wednesday.

He explained that the 
benefits that accrue from 
employing such network 
include larger capacity, 
higher data rates among 
other economic, health, se-
curity and educational op-
portunities.

According to the Minis-
ter, the radiation from the 
5G has proven to be low-
er than the 4G, televisions 
or micro waves, contrary 
to stories peddled on social 

media.
There have been concerns 

about the deployment of 
the 5G communications 
network especially over its 
purported linkage with the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

On May 19, the Sen-
ate asked the Federal Gov-
ernment to suspend plans 
to deploy the 5G network 
pending a six-month in-
vestigation into possi-
ble health risks associated 
with the technology.

In telecommunica-
tions, 5G is the fifth gen-
eration technology stand-
ard for broadband cellular 
networks, which cellu-
lar phone companies be-
gan deploying worldwide 
in 2019, and is the planned 
successor to the 4G net-
works which provide con-
nectivity to most cur-
rent cellphones.

Aside from the 5G net-
work, the Minister also re-
acted to the security situa-

tion in the North-West.
He clarified that telecom-

munications shut down in 
Zamfara State did emanate 
from him but was at the re-
quest of security institu-
tions to enhance strategies.

Pantami indicated that 
the government is willing 
to take any action includ-
ing compromising econom-
ic benefits to render full 
support towards the secu-
rity of the country.

Although he declined to 
disclose if the same meas-
ure would extend to other 
states affected by banditry, 
he pleaded for greater sup-
port towards the security 
agencies to deliver on their 
mandate.

It will be recalled that 
mobile telephone networks 
were shut down in Zam-
fara State on Monday, after 
authorities ordered a tel-
ecoms blackout to aid the 
armed forces tackle bandit-
ry in the area.
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National Policy For 5G Network

Chairman/CEO of Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission (NiDCOM), Abike Dabiri-Erewa
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Abia Overripe For Change – APC Leader
By Pa Nmasinobi, Umuahia

An All Progressive Con-
gress (APC) leader in 
Abia State, Barrister F. 
N. Nwosu has said that 
the state is overripe for 

a change, appealing to the people 
to work it out in the 2023 gener-
al election.

Nwosu spoke to The Summit at 
Mgboko Umuoria Civic Centre 2, 
in Obingwa local government area 
of the state after the conduct of the 
party’s local government congress 
in the area last Saturday.

He said with the manner mem-
bers of the party turned up for the 
exercise, it is safe to assume that 
the people “are gearing up for the 
election proper to liberate them-
selves from their biting predica-
ment.”

According to the legal practi-
tioner, the congress was not only 
successful, hitch-free, and trans-
parent, but was also conducted in 
line and under the supervision of 
the state Local Government Con-
gresses Committee.

Nwosu, who contested for the 
governorshp ticket of the Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP) and the 
APC in 2015 and 2019 respective-
ly, added that the people have had 
enough misrule since 1999 and 
needed a change.

Similarly, the Deputy State 
Chairman of the party in the state, 
Chief Grant Nwogu said he is opti-
mistic that the party will take over 
the state in the election, appealing 
to the people to throw more weight 
behind the party.

He said it was for a purpose that 
God was increasing the member-
ship of the party in the state al-
most on daily basis and dismissed 
as untrue and laughable that there 
was a parallel congress in the area.

“This assertion must be the 
handiwork of those who want to 
truncate the realization of the 
forthcoming change in the state. 
But, I can assure you that we are 
too big for their trap. We are al-
ready far ahead of them,” he noted.

In his acceptance speech, the 
new Chairman, Prince Billy Amae-
chi, who said he had earlier served 
the party in the area in various ca-
pacities, promised to carry every 
member along “to achieve the on-
erous task before us.”
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The currency swap deal 
between Nigeria and 
China is a positive one 
that could not have come 
at a better time than now. 

It is our believe that the deal will 
bring relief the way of Nigerians, 
especially as transactions will be 
done directly between the naira (N) 
and the Chinese yuan (¥) instead 
of passing through the eye of the 
US dollar ($) which has been in 
use as the international reference 
currency talking about foreign 
exchange (FOREX).

The importance of this deal lies 
in the fact that, apart from the 
current large   volume of trade 
between the two countries of which 
Nigeria poses as importer, the bulk 
of the goods and services we import 
into the country as a whole come 
from China, others from the rest of 
Asia, and a paltry 12% (according to 
records) from America. 

Giving this scenario, why must 
we use the US dollars to transact 
with China? On the basis of this 
new arrangement, instead of doing 
business with the Asian tiger 
through the dollar at N530 to US$1 
to import those goods, we can now 
buy Yuan at 47 naira to 1 Yuan and 
import things  directly.

Instead of buying these goods in 
dollars in China, we will now buy 
them in Yuan, and this wil be much 
cheaper than dollars.

Indeed the Chinese Authorities, 
Nigerian government, and indeed 
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
must be commended for seeing this 
deal through. 

Some of the currency dealers 
and ‘big men’ who hoarded foreign 
currencies to make gains will off-
load them in order not to have 
heart attack over their huge loss 
arising from the currency swap deal 
with china. 

This equally means that FOREX 
seeking importers or businessmen 
who are used to buying dollars  
will now draw naira from their 
accounts in banks with presence in 
China, thus reducing drastically the 
hitherto pressure that has pushed 
the dollar far ahead of the naira.

On the other hand, many Nigerian 
banks will be seeking to have their 
representative office in China like 
first bank  saw to the future and 
already have office in China.

Inflation will go down drastically 
because of the price of commodities 

that will drop.
The deal will allow trading 

between the two countries to 
be done directly in their local 
currencies without any need for the 
dollar, and enabling the Renminbi 
(Yuan) to flow freely within the 
Nigerian banking system. This 
development will improve bilateral 
trade between the two countries 
and engender foreign investment 
flows and economic cooperation 
beneficial to both parties. The 
significant cut on dollar demand by 
firms and investors doing business 
across the two countries will help 
protect their financial markets 
and boost their respective foreign 
reserves.

However, there are concerns still 
as to the potency of the Currency 
Swap Agreement to fully address 
the challenge of dollar demand 
by importers, since imports from 
China, which is put within the 
region of 20%, does not account for 
all the Nigeria’s import volume.

The current annual import bill 
of Nigerian enterprises moving 
goods into the country from China 
reportedly stands at NGN 1.7 
Trillion, meaning that the swap deal 
amount of NGN 720 Billion can 
only take care of about 15 percent 
of Nigeria’s annual total imports 
from China. The remaining 85 
percent will definitely still require 
dollars.

Nevertheless, at The SUMMIT, 
we believe the Currency Swap 
Agreement is a step in the 
right direction, considering the 
aforementioned benefits. The 
reduction in dollar demand, 
expected to be achieved through 
the swap deal, will complement 
the CBN’s current intervention 
via the Investors’ and Exporters’ 
FX Window in deepening stability 
in the market, by curbing the 
incidences of dollar scarcity and 
exchange rate volatility. Also, the 
NGN/CNY swap agreement will be 
particularly favorable to Nigeria’s 
foreign reserves which have 
been on a steady rise since some 
measure of stability returned to the 
country’s daily crude oil production 
and the international oil prices 
began a northward movement.

It is therefore our firm belief that 
the naira will be positively impacted 
by the CBN-PBoC collaboration and 
that the Currency Swap Agreement 
is a good deal for Nigeria.

NIGERIA-CHINA CURRENCY 
SWAP DEAL IS APT AND TIMELY

viewpoint

Prince Mustapha Mona Audu is the son of the Late Executive 
Governor of Kogi State, Prince Abubakar Audu &AMP; Late 
First Lady of Kogi State, Habibat Audu.

He is an Igala by tribe and originates from Ogbonicha Ward of 
Ofu LGA of Kogi State.

He was the organizer of 2011 (ACN) and 2015 (APC) Grassroots and 
Door-to-Door Campaign for the Prince Abubakar Audu Campaign.

A shrewd investor and a successful entrepreneur with business expertise 
in construction and infrastructural development, hospitality, information 
technology, mining, and agriculture.

Prince Mustapha Mona Audu is a very passionate Philanthropist 
working tirelessly to improve the economic and living conditions of people 
and communities across Kogi State and Nigeria.

He is married to his lovely wife Princess Zahrah Mustapha Audu, and 
blessed with three wonderful children.

EDUCATION
University of Glasgow – Bachelor of Science, Computing Science (2.1 

Honors)
2000 — 2005 (Glaasgow, Scotland)
Langside College – A-Levels, GCSEs
1999 – 2000 (Glasgow, Scotland)

Igbinedeon Education Center – A-Levels, GCSEs
1993 – 1998 (Benin City, Nigeria)

PHILANTHROPY:
His philosophy being PEOPLE FIRST, Prince Mustapha Mona Audu 

believes in human capital development, training people in new skills and 
assisting them in building sustainable businesses and livelihoods. He has 
been involved in humanitarian services across Kogi state extensively.

2019 – Healthcare Drive – Payment of hospital bills, funeral bills and 
general gifts to hundreds of less privileged people

P
U
L
S
E

YOUTHS IN NATIONBUILDING: 
PRINCE MUSTAPHA MONA 
AUDU (PMMA)
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After the long duel of twists and turns, Anambra and 
Kogi States have finally joined the league of Oil Pro-
ducing States in Nigeria as their oil wells have been 
recognised by the Revenue Mobilisation Allocation 
And Fiscal Commission (RMAFC).

The development is sequel to a letter from RMAFC to a re-
quest of Governor Willie Obiano for due share of revenue ac-
cruing to the nation from oil and gas production activities in 
Anambra state.

In a letter, RMAFC said the states would also benefit from the 
13 percent Derivation fund once the proceeds from the oil wells 
are contributed to the Federation Account.

In the approval letter signed by RMAFC’s secretary, Mr M.B. 
Shehu, and addressed to Governor Obiano, the Commission ap-
proved the attribution of eleven oil wells wholly to Anambra 
state.

The Commission also approved attribution of Anambra Riv-
er One, Two, and Three oil wells, to be shared on fifty- fifty per-
cent basis between Anambra and Kogi states, pending the final 
delineation of boundaries of the two states.

The eleven oil wells wholly attributed to Anambra state, are; 
Nzam-One oil well, Alo- One oil well, and Ogbu- One oil well.

Others are Ameshi One, Two, Three and Four oil wells, as well 
as Enyie One, Two, Three, and Four oil wells.

Meanwhile, the Commission insisted that for the states to 
benefit from the 13% Derivation Fund, the proceeds from the 
operation of the oil wells should be contributed into the Feder-
ation Account.

The Economic Confidential gathered that the oil wells in An-
ambra and Kogi States are not producing at the moment.

In retrospect, the discovery of crude Oil and gas in the An-
ambra Basin”,that is the present day Ibaji LGA, Kogi state, is no 
longer an issue of debate, for visible evidences.

It is called “Anambra Basin” in geological dicturn as the Anam-
bra River, (Inlabolo as it is called and known in Igala) form the 
boundary between Ibaji LGA in the North and Uzo – Uwani LGA, 
Enugu state and Anambra – west LGA, Anambra state to east.

Anambra River (Imabolo) where Ola-maboro LGA, Kogi state 
took its name, takes it course directly from Ankpa hills in Kogi 
state, following down. South ward into River Niger at Onono. The 
River Niger also mark. The boundary between Ibaji LGA and Edo 
and Delta state to the west. That is, the topography surround-
ing the Basin is hilly, making “Ibaji” a “Dish” trail in easier for 
alluvial deposition on the low land over the years via perenni-
al flooding. Hence, Ibaji LGA, is “an agricultural and Oil and gas 
rich layout.” In the pre – colonial Nigeria, Post almalgamation 
precisely in 1927, when the Anambra River became the becon 
between Northan and Southern protectorates, the entire area 
known as Anambra Basin where formerly under the direct influ-
ence of the attach Igala which now cut a cross five(5) state (Kogi, 
Enugu Anambra, Edo and Delta) in part. The predominant lan-
guage within the Basin is Igala. 

“Anambra Basin” is a geological connotation, Ibaji LGA is the 
occupant of the Basin, so it is not Anambra state.

The connotation however, is why should Anambra be granted 
Oil producing status at the expense of Kogi state that harbor the 
crude Oil, and not to talk of Enugu state as the third force laying 
claims to the Ownership of the land and the Oil, undermining the 
tension and war of adult between Kogi state and Anambra state.

Simply put, Kogi state is the authentic owner of the majority 
of the Oil wells, and should be accorded the status of “Oil pro-
ducing state”.  Anambra River 

1.   well belong to adoke in Ibaji Land Bordering Uzo – Uwani 
LGA, Enugu state at a distance, while Anambra River

2.    well which is the largest belong to Echeno. Community, 
which is between Echeno. Community, which is between Eche-
no. Community, which is between Echeno and Omabo in Kogi 
state. Anambra can not jump over Enugu state and Kogi villag-
es at the border to claim Oil simply because they built refinery 
without crude Oil to feed it.

Historically, the Ibaji border with the East started in 1927, 

Kogi, Anambra’s Tortuous And Bloody 
Journey To Oil Producing Status

when the colonial government made the Anambra 
River demarcation between the northern and Eastern 
Nigeria. Micro and Macro village in the Basin were 
grouped in “Ibaji District”, under the northern protec-
torate. with the dismantling of the regional structure 
occasioned by the necessity of state creation by gener-
al yakubu Gowon in 1967, and General Murtala Ramat 
Mohammed in 1976, the entire Igala land and the “An-
ambra Basin (Igala LGA) fell under kwara and Benue 
states” in different times, and presently in Kogi state.

Oil exploration in the Basin dates between 1952 and 
1986, three (3) Oil 6 and companies, shell Bp (now 
SPDC), ELF (noe Total Fina ELF), and Asip Energy 
drilled 25 – exploration wells, 2 – Appraisal wells, and 
*- core drill wells within. The entire Basin which majori-
ty of the wells are in Kogi state. Investigation has it also 
that between 1976 and 1983, the NNPC/NPDC carried 
out a seismie survey around the Basin, about 4,500km 
of 2d seismic were acquired. In these exercises, Oil and 
gas were discovered in Anambra River -1 well (Odeke), 
while Gas and condensate were found in Anambra Riv-
er -2 well (Echeno), all in Kogi state.

At the level of state government, on 18th july, 2001, 
the then inarbent Governor of Kogi state, Alhaji Prince 
Abubakar Audu, wrote the group managing Director of 
NNPC alerting him of a suspected crude Oil deposit at, 
Odeke and Echeno Ibaji LGA, Kogi state.  “the discov-
ery of  this sustain has generated widespread public in-
terest and anxiety in Kogi state and I wish to request 
your organization to carry out a thorough investiga-
tion of the substance to determine its nature and ex-
tent of deposit “, quoting the letter in part.

In response to this the NNPC deployed its crop of 
Geo – scientist / Engineers to survey “a very prelimi-
nary investigation of the claims”. The NPC report re-
veals” exploratory work has been done in the Anambra 
Basin with report of Oil show………. Our programme 
in Anambra Basin therefore, are well founded and we 
are very optimistic about the petroleum potential of 
this Basin”. The efforts shows there is crude Oil in com-
mercial quantity in the Anambra Basin. (Read. Add skill 
Acquisition to your formal education; official counsel 
youth).

Correspondingly, the availability of crude Oil in area 
prompted the NNPC to grant and Indigenous compa-
ny, orient petroleum Resource Plc, Oil Licence (Oil 
prospecting license) – OPLs 915/916. The company, 
on 8th August, 2011, wrote to Kogi state governor at 
the time, Alhaji Ibrahim Idris, intimating the state of 
its readiness to commence exploration, testing of al-
ready drilled wells and acquisition of about 640 square 
kilometers of high resolution 3D seisumi data in its Oil 
blocks within the period. The letter reads it kindly in-
form the local government authorities and the commu-
nities at the border of Anambra  and Kogi state that as 
stakeholders, they are expected to establish and main-
tain a warm and cordial relationship with (synopec ltd) 
the scesmic survey contractor throughout the survey”.

There was a request for land from Kogi state govern-
ment too serve as depot for the north. Which the Kogi 
state government had given. (weekly trust, Saturday, 
9th june 2012).

It is equally on record scismic survey contractor, syn-
pec limited with orient petroleum, during the survey/ 
line cutting, shot holes preparations (drilling, scismic 
data recording (shooting)  and laying of pipes by their 
length and width were hosted in Echeno community in 
2011, and compensations were paid to Odeke, Echeno 
Omabo, Anocha, Ihiele, and Ujeh etc in Ibaji LGA, Kogi 
state for damage on farm land, natural fish ponds and 
shrine areas for mark of ownership.

It is in founded and disturbing therefore, that after much 
energy and resources sapping, by individuals, organizations 
and governments (stakeholders), nothing much has been 
achieved on the side of Kogi state.

In which case, the same war of ownership that began in 
1927, the blood bath between Aguleri-Out and obale in 
1994, and fear of crest from the statement by the chair-
man, Board of Directors, OPR, PLC and former Common 
wealth secretary General Chief Emeka Anyaoka, who af-
firmed during the inspection of the company’s facilities of 
Aguleri – out, Anambra west LGA, where the 55,000 – bar-
rel per day refinery is built by Orient petroleum Resources 
PLC, in August 2011, Stated work on the project had com-
menced, promised “Anambra would join the league of Oil 
producing states within three months”’ beside his statement 
that license has been obtained for block by orient for – OPLs 
915/916, he said, it only includes a “small portion of Kogi 
state”, after all deliberations by stakeholders.

The commissioning of orient refinery at out – ocha, 31st 
August 2012 by the then president, goodluck Ebele Jona-
than (GCFR) was not a problem but raised tension along 
with the unilateral, declaration of Anambra state as “Oil 
producing state” by DPR based on the “field traling and pro-
visional demarcation of Anambra Kogi inter state Bound-
ary” produced in march, 2008, by the joint field team, con-
stituted by national Boundary commission. While awaiting 
the NBC to put out the final report and pronouncement on 
the said border.

To chief Anyaoku, “there was misconceptions that the Oil 
well was not entirely in Anambra, that has been resolved 
through the map of Nigeria.lett me quickly state that the 
two Oil blocks (OPLs 915/916) encompassed parts of Enu-
gu, Kogi, Delta and Edo states but bulk of it is Anambra”.

The position in congruent with the reality where Anam-
bra River- 1 well is on Odeke land and Odeke is not having 
boundary with Aguleri but Iga in Enugu state at a distance, 
and anambra River – 2 well is between two (2) Ibaji Villages – 
Echeno and Omabo Anambra only share boundary with Kogi 
at the south – East part of the Basin – that is Echeno. And 
Ezeagulu. Anambra can not jump Echeno to claim Oil well.

From Analytical Credence, the OPL – 915 among the three 
contesting state – Kogi – 53%, Anambra 23% Enugu 17% 
and Edo – 3%. There is no exploration activity around OPL 
– 916 that is for Kogi, Anambra and Delta states.

To further buttress, there was a communique issued joint-
ly by “His Royal Majesty” the Attah Igala, late Alhaji Dr Al-
iyu O. Obeje, the Eze of Aguleri, Eze Igwe Chukwuemeka 
Ogbasi in connection with the crisis between Obale – Iba-
ji and Aguleri – Anambra on 13th April, 1994 at the Attah 
Igala Palace, Idah, Kogi state. In the Communique, the Eze 
of Aguleri Pointly Admitted that the “area in dispute is At-
tah Igala’s Territory”.

Paragraph (5) of the communique states” the forest Re-
serve which is one of the areas” then in dispute is shared 
among oobale and Odeke in Ibaji Kogi state and Ojoh and 
Ogurugu in Enugu state. None of this community is in An-
ambra state, or to claim that Anambra River -1 well is in An-
ambra state. They only built refinery, and the owners of the 
refinery. And are also part of the Oil blocks as they are part 
of the Basin but not in to ley claim on the land and Oil wells.

In submission it is a known fact that Kogi state is the bulk 
– owner of the Oil wells in the Anambra Basin now (Iba-
ji LGA, Kogi state), which every funding have attested to.

We call on all stakeholders (the governments NBC, NASS, 
DPR and corporate bodies) and individuals to put leads to-
gether to solve this age long crisis in the Anambra Basin. The 
national Boundary commission to step out of their corridor 
and address the issue of “Oral – adjustment of boundary 
between Anambra and Kogi state so as to explore the full 
potential of the Basin to allay and curtail poverty amidst 
plenty.”
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By ABAH ADAH, Abuja

Group Managing 
Director Nigeri-
an National Pe-
troleum Corpo-
ration (NNPC) 

Mallam Mele Kyari has 
stated that the ₦287bn it 
posted earlier as profit af-
ter tax in the 2020 finan-
cial year was as a result of 
some unprecedented fis-
cal disciplinary measures 
it embarked upon.

This was disclosed in 
a statement signed by 
NNPC’s Group General 
Manager, Group Public Af-
fairs Division, Garba Deen 
Muhammad and made 
available to The SUMMIT. 

The clarification is com-
ing hours after President 
Muhammadu Buhari who 
doubles as the Minister of 
Petroleum Resources de-
clared that the corporation 
had for the first time since 
its establishment 44 years 
ago made an after taxation 
profit of 287 billion Naira.

The declaration which 
triggered some reactions 
among Nigerians, per-
haps, against the backdrop 
of the massive poverty in 
the land was contained in 
a statement by Femi Ades-
ina, Special Adviser to the 

President on Media and 
Publicity.

The President explained 
that NNPC losses were re-
duced from N803 billion in 
year 2018 to N1.7 billion in 
year 2019, paving way for 
the eventual declaration of 
net profit of ₦287bn in year 
2020, adding that the dec-
laration was “in fulfillment 
of an earlier pledge by the 
federal government to pub-
licly announce the financial 
position of the corporation.

Speaking at a press con-
ference Thursday in Abuja, 
the NNPC boss, Kyari, at-
tributed the turn-around 
of the Corporation from a 
loss of ₦803bn in 2018 to 
profit of ₦287bn in 2020 to 
the aggressive implementa-
tion of cost-cutting meas-
ures, improved efficiency 
through business automa-
tion, emphasis on commer-
cially-focused investments 
and non-interference in the 
management of the Corpo-
ration from any quarters.

The GMD also added that 
the Corporation saved a lot 
of cost through contract re-
negotiation by up to 30% 
on the heels of the Covid-19 
pandemic, introduction of 
technology that drastically 
cut travel cost through re-
duction in in-person meet-

ings and the general auto-
mation of processes that 
enhanced efficiency across 
the group’s businesses.

He said Management’s fo-
cus on the prioritisation of 
investment and staff wel-
fare also helped in boost-

ing the corporation’s over-
all productivity and bottom 
line.

Speaking earlier while 
kick-starting the press 
conference, the Alternate 
Chairman of the NNPC 
Board of Directors and 
Minister of State for Pe-
troleum Resources, Chief 
Timipre Sylva, who joined 
the press conference vir-
tually, congratulated the 
GMD, Management and 
staff of the Corporation on 
the feat of posting profit for 
the first time since its in-
corporation in 1977.

He said NNPC’s emer-
gence from loss into prof-
itability, coming shortly 
after the signing into law 
of the Petroleum Industry 
Bill, was a proud moment 
for him, adding that this 
was a season of achieve-
ments for the nation’s oil 
and gas sector.

Members of the NNPC 
Board, Chief Pius Akinye-
lure, Mallam Moham-
med Lawal, Dr. Tajudeen 
Umar and Mrs Lami On-
ayi Ahmed, who were also 
present at the event, also 
echoed the Minister and 
congratulated the man-
agement and staff of the 
corporation on the feat 
achieved.

Nigeria’s Ambassa-
dor to the United 
States, Dr.  Uzo-
ma Emenike, says 
Nigerians should 

start projecting the Buhari ad-
ministration in positive light 
rather than complaining about 
its economic and security chal-
lenges, which is a global phe-
nomenon

Dr. Emenike was one of sev-
eral ambassadors who spoke at 
the virtual 2021 annual gener-
al meeting  organised by Nige-
rians in Diaspora Organisation 
Americas (NIDOA).

According to the envoy there 
are a lot of positive things hap-
pening in Nigeria that should 
attract the attention of the 
global community.

She pointed out that one of 
them is the just achieved very 
high GDP growth of 5 percent.

She continued by saying that 
“The earlier we showcase our 
country in the positive light, 

the better for us because the 
challenge we face is not pecu-
liar to Nigeria alone; it happens 
everywhere,” 

Mrs Emenike and other am-
bassadors in North America 
called on Nigerians in the di-
aspora to evolve practical solu-
tions to the security challenges 
in Nigeria, stating that insecu-
rity had become a global chal-
lenge that needed a holistic ap-
proach to address.

Nigeria’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United Na-
tions, Tijjani Muhammad-
Bande, asked for collective 
efforts to fix the country.

“The country (Nigeria) is im-
portant for all of us. We need to 
be united, we should not allow 
anybody coming from outside 
to divide us. Let us collective-
ly fix whatever is bad in our se-
curity system. The issue of con-
fidence-building is important.

“We have been saddled with 
self-doubt; listening to false 

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari has directed the Na-
tional Agricultural Land 

Development Authority to set 
up integrated farm estates in 
all 108 senatorial districts na-
tionwide.

Consequently, the Execu-
tive Secretary of NALDA, Paul 

Ikonne, has called on state gov-
ernors to key into the Presi-
dent’s desire to avail lands for 
the establishment of farm es-
tates.

The scheme is aimed at en-
gaging youths to achieve food 
security in the shortest possi-
ble time.

Ikonne revealed this to State 
House correspondents on Sun-
day after meeting with the 
President at the Presidential 
Villa, Abuja.

He said that the Kogi State 
government has donated 700 
hectares of land to NALDA 
for the integrated land estate, 

while the 100 hectares of land 
donated by the Ogun State 
government has already been 
cleared.

He said that the President 
was committed to ensuring 
that the country achieve food 
security.

He said, “What you see is 

that agriculture is one of Mr. 
President’s heartbeat projects 
and he wants to see that we 
achieve food security in the 
country and NALDA is purely 
under the supervision of Mr. 
President and that is why you 
can see the progress that we’re 
making.

Kyari Clears Air On NNPC’s N287bn Profit Declaration In 2020

Showcase Positive Image Of Nigeria, Ambassador To US Urges

President Buhari Approves Establishment Of 108 Farm Settlement 

NNPC GMD, Mallam Mele Kyari
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President Muhammadu Buhari Nigeria’s Ambassador to the 
United States, Dr Uzoma Emenike stories about the country. We 

have to be realistic; Nigeria is 
a very important member of 
the international communi-
ty, in AU and ECOWAS, so we 
need to portray the country in 

distracting Nigerians and the 
international community from 
focusing on the achievements 
in other sectors in Nigeria.

The keynote speaker, Kings-
ley Moghalu, said that the 1999 
Constitution was clear on secu-
rity and welfare of the people 
being the primary responsibil-
ity of any responsible govern-
ment.

Speaking on the theme 
‘Building a Sustainable Security 
Apparatus in Nigeria: Diaspora 
Perspective’, NIDOA chairman, 
Obed Monago, tasked the fed-
eral government to tackle se-
curity issues such as terrorism, 
banditry, kidnapping, among 
others.

The issue of banditry contin-
ues to overwhelm the President 
Muhammadu Buhari regime, as 
the U.S. offers to assist Nigeria 
to tackle bandits and the Boko 
Haram insurgency by providing 
training to personnel of the Ni-
gerian airforce.

a good light,” he said.
Nigerian High Commissioner 

to Canada, Adeyinka Asekun, 
said the ongoing activities of 
bandits in some states were 



NNPC, KDSG, Sign Pact On Gas Utilisation, Expansion
By ABAH ADAH, Abuja

Nigeria’s domestic gas penetra-
tion aspirations received a major 
boost Thursday as the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC) and the Kaduna state 

government signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) for utilisation and ex-
pansion of gas supply in the state.

Speaking at the MoU execution ceremo-
ny which held at the Sir Kashim Ibrahim 
House in Kaduna, the group managing di-
rector, NNPC, Mallam Mele Kyari, described 
the moment as yet another watershed in the 
federal government’s Decade of Gas initia-
tive aimed at utilising the nation’s abundant 
gas resources to power the nation’s economy 
through a number of strategic gas expansion 
projects such as the ongoing OB3 and Ajao-
kuta-Kaduna-Kano Gas Pipeline Projects.

The event which was facilitated by the Gas 
Aggregation Company of Nigeria (GACN) 
would ensure long-term involvement and 
support of Kaduna state government and 
key gas sector players such as the Nigeri-
an Gas Company (NGC), the Nigerian Gas 
Marketing Company (NGMC) and virtu-
al pipeline companies to provide gas sup-
ply assurance to industries within the state 
on competitive terms, a statement signed 
by NNPC’s Group General Manager, Group 
Public Affairs Division, Garba Deen Muham-
mad and made available to The SUMMIT dis-
closed.

“We all know that Kaduna used to be a hub 
when it comes to industries. It is our hope 
that this MoU signing will help provide the 
gas needed for some of those industries to 
come back to life,” Kyari stated.

He said the Corporation was committed to 
the commercialisation of Nigeria’s abundant 
natural gas resources to support balanced 
economic growth and job creation across the 
country, stressing that as the world transits 
to low carbon energy, the nation’s huge gas 
resources would continue to be an important 
source of clean energy for today and the fu-
ture.

“There is no better way of making cheaper 

Liberia Maritime Commissioner Eugene Lenn 
Nagbe has called for reforms to the organization-
al and operational structures of International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) in order to reflect 
the significant roles played by Liberia and other 

major maritime nations at the IMO.  
He said Liberia must be given a greater representation 

at all levels of the world maritime body because of its nu-
merous contributions to the sector. 

“We continue to make huge contributions to the IMO, 
not only financial but towards the crafting of conven-
tions, regulations and guidelines which have enabled the 
organization and the sector to grow considerably so we 
must have a greater role”, Commissioner Nagbe said.

“We are the second largest due-paying member of the 
IMO”, he continued, while referencing the more than 
4000 ships that fly the Liberian flag and the superior 
quality of the country’s registry.

He called on the body to make some administrative 
changes that will include more qualified Liberians into 
the IMO system as well as  provide technical support to 
aid the country’s maritime program.

The Liberian Maritime Chief told the IMO Secretary-
General “we will be sponsoring various resolutions aimed 
at achieving the reforms we believe necessary to enhance 
growth and efficiency in the organization and the mari-

time industry as a whole”.
The Commissioner was speaking during a visit to the 

IMO office in London where he held discussions with the 
Secretary General Kitack Lim and other officials.

During the meeting he presented a check of 
£3,872,680 (Three Million, Eight Hundred & Seventy-
two Thousand, Six Hundred & Eighty  Pounds) as Libe-
ria’s annual contribution to the IMO.  The amount, equiv-
alent to U.S. $5.3M(Five Point Three Million Dollars), 
makes Liberia the second largest contributor to the IMO 
annual operational budget. The payment is based on the 
over 4,500 vessels under the Liberian Registry (flag) with 
200 million GRT (gross registered tons).  

Commissioner Nagbe added that it is the hope of Li-
beria that the IMO will take some key steps to tackle cy-
ber security on ships in order to protect against cyber in-
terference and ensure the safety of vessels. He also called 
on the Secretary-General to continue to do more towards 
the welfare of seafarers.  “Without seafarers, there would 
be no global maritime trade”, he said. 

The Commissioner highlighted the need for more con-
certed efforts from the International Maritime Organiza-
tion to increase collaboration, coordination and commu-
nications among member states to tackle the increasing 
attacks on vessels.

Receiving the check, the Secretary-General of the IMO, 

Kitack Lim said Liberia remains a key player in the ad-
vancement of the work of the organization and the re-
forms it is undertaking.

Lim thanked the Liberian government for the many 
contributions to the IMO, noting that both financial and 
technical support are very much important instruments 
for the growth of the International Maritime Organiza-
tion. 

“Liberia is a key player at the IMO”, he said, “and I am 
so very close to Liberia. I got my first professional certif-
icate as a seaman more than 40 years ago from Liberia 
so we will continue to work with you for the benefit of all 
sides”.

He praised the team at the Liberian Permanent mission 
for the professional manner in which they are steering 
the affairs of the mission. “I also want to say Liberia has 
some of the best and highly skilled technicians and diplo-
mats that are contributing both technical and diplomat-
ic support to the IMO. Liberia remains a strategic partner 
to the advancement of the work of the IMO”. 

“Your alternate Permanent Representative, Mr. Har-
ry Conway, is vice chairman of the IMO’s Marine Envi-
ronmental Protection Committee (MPEC). And your cur-
rent representation at the IMO is no doubt ready and 
prepared to deal with some of the most complex and chal-
lenging issues we have at the IMO”, he said.
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and cleaner energy than delivering gas into the do-
mestic market,” he declared.

The NNPC boss further stated that the corpo-
ration would continue to engage with stakehold-
ers and partners to secure early market and ensure 
that the economic benefits of the AKK gas pipeline 
were maximised.

“NNPC is leading this coordinated effort with 
state governments and private sector investors to 
develop demand framework for immediate and 
long-term gas supply solutions ahead of the com-
pletion of the AKK gas pipeline project,” he noted.

The GMD also expressed gratitude to the Kadu-
na state government for hosting NNPC’s facilities 
such as the Refinery complex, the Depot, the on-
going AKK gas pipeline and Independent Power 
Plant projects (IPPs).  

Responding, Governor Nasiru el-Rufai said Ka-
duna state government was delighted with the 
prospect of having an additional energy source to 
power businesses in the state.

“We wholeheartedly welcome this project. Gas provides 
a cost-effective option for powering factories, homes and 
vehicles. For the Kaduna State Government, this project is 
a welcome boost to our investment and job creation strat-
egy. It will create jobs and provide skills for artisans who 
will work on the gas pipelines and associated infrastruc-
ture. Beyond that, this project will power the industries 
that have responded with enthusiasm to our investment 
promotion campaign,” Governor el-Rufai stated.

He particularly thanked the GMD NNPC and the Gas 
Aggregation Company of Nigeria for the gas utilisation 
and expansion initiative and zeal displayed by to deliver 
the project.

“Let there be no doubt that the Kaduna state govern-
ment is committed to this MoU and the realisation of its 
goals in the interest of the people of Kaduna State,” Gover-
nor el-Rufai concluded.

The MoU was signed by Mallam Kyari on behalf of the 
Corporation while the Kaduna State Governor, Mallam 
Nasiru el-Rufai, signed on the side of the state govern-
ment.

L-R: Kaduna State Governor, Mallam Nasir el-Rufai and NNPC’s group managing director, Mallam Mele Kyari signing the 
Memorandum of Understanding for gas supply to Kaduna State at the Sir Kashim Ibrahim House in Kaduna, Thursday. 
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IOM, FG  Launch 
Global Initiative To 

Protect, Assist 
Migrants

Osinbajo Commissions NDPHC 
Built  Awka Power Substation
By ABAH ADAH, Abuja

Vice President of the Federal Republic of Ni-
geria, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo has commis-
sioned the 2x60MVA, 132/33KV Awka 
Substation in Anambra State, built by the 
Niger Delta Power Holding Company Lim-

ited (NDPHC) as part of efforts to improve power sup-
ply to the state.

Speaking at the ceremony, Prof. Osinbajo reiterat-
ed the federal government’s commitment to continue 
creating enabling environment for businesses to grow 
in the country.

He noted that for Nigeria’s economy to grow at re-
quired rate, small businesses have to be supported by 
both the federal and state governments, adding that 
the new substation will deliver about 100 Mega Watts 
of power to the Anambra state capital and its envi-
rons.

He said, “The economy of Nigeria largely depend-
ent on the effort that is made at the sub-national level, 
that’s the state level. It is the aggregation of the work 
that is done in the states that leads to the great econ-
omy that we hope for and are working for in this na-
tion of ours.

“Anambra State revenue has increased from about 
N10.4 billion in 2014 to N26.37 billion as 2019 and 
this is another 152 percent increase in the state’s 
IGR”.

He stated that the “enabling environment and ease 
of doing business measures that have been imple-
mented in Anambra state has seen it become one of 
the fastest growing manufacturing hubs in the coun-
try. 

“Nnewi which houses key local manufacturing com-
panies including Innoson Vehicles Manufacturing, 
Tommy Tommy Industries, Chikason Group amongst 
others is evidence of the entrepreneurial ability of the 
Nigerian people and the drive that is possible but also 
importantly the enabling environment that states can 
create”.  

Osinbajo, who is also the Chairman of NDPHC 
Board, stressed that the the economy would devel-
op faster through small businesses powered by states 
and assisted by as much as possible the federal gov-
ernment.

While pointing out that the industrial growth of the 
state happened despite power supply challenge, he 
noted that the new substation was a direct measure by 
the government to address the challenge.

“Since the technical commissioning of the sub-
station in November 2020, this new substation has 
been in service providing 33KV evacuation capacity 
for at least 100MW of power through its two units of 
60MVA, a total of 120MVA.

“The commitment of the administration to ensuring 
the completion of the Awka NIPP 132KVA grid sub-
station now provides a hitherto unavailable 70MW ad-
ditional  power capacity for driving industrial growth 
and boosting the economy of the state with positive 
knock on effect on employment and social-economic 
upliftment for residents of the state,” he said.

Also speaking, the Anambra state Governor, Chief 
Willie Obiano thanked the federal government and 
the NDPHC for constructing the substation, saying it 
will greatly boost the industrialisation of the state.

Chief Obiano noted that with improved power sup-
ply to the state, many industries would save the cost 
of self generation of electricity.

He stated that the newly commissioned shoe mak-
ing factory and the cargo airport would be direct bene-
ficiaries of the new substation.

Earlier in his welcome address, the Managing Di-
rector of NDPHC, Mr. Chiedu Ugbo disclosed that be-
sides the industries, about a million households in 
Awka and its environs would also benefit from im-
proved power supply.

He explained that the project is one of the sever-
al transmission projects conceived under the Nation-
al Integrated Power Project (NIPP) being implement-
ed by NDPHC as part of the effort of the government 
of the Federation towards improving electricity trans-
mission infrastructure in the country.

“The Substation is provided with six 33kV feeders to 
enable robust power evacuation to the following hith-
erto constrained locations of the EEDC Franchise ter-
ritory of Anambra State, including two premium new 
locations critical to the Anambra State Government.

“The Awka Township 33/11kV Injection Substation; 
the Agu Awka 2unit 15MVA 33/11kV Injection Sub-
station serving the nearby Agu Awka Industrial Lay-
out; the Enugu-Ukwu 33/11kV Injection Substation; 
the Aguleri/Umuleri 33/11kV Injection Substation; 
the New Anambra Airport; and the New Awka Millen-
nium City”.

He disclosed that the company has recently com-
pleted a 32Km of line with one unit of 2.5MVA and in-
jection substation to the new airport in the state.

“The feeder from this Awka transmission substa-
tion will be supplying close to one million households 
spread over the urban and rural parts of this state in-
cluding existing and upcoming industrial layouts, fac-
tories, markets and other critical state infrastruc-
tures”, he added.

On her part, the Managing Director of News Engi-
neering, the EPC contractor, Josephine Nwaeze dis-
closed the project executed solely by Nigerians.

She called on the federal government to make more 
projects available to indigenous companies to grow 
the economy.

By Blessing Bature-Akpakpan, Abuja

The International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) in collaboration 
with the Federal Ministry of Human-
itarian Affairs Social Development 
and Disaster Management (FMH-

DSD), has today launched a new project tar-
geted towards the protection and assistance of 
people on the move, addressing issues of hu-
man trafficking and migrant smuggling, digni-
fied return and sustainable reintegration.

The information IOM Nigeria, Stylia Kam-
pani said in a statement that the project “Co-
operation on Migration and Partnership for a 
Sustainable Solutions (COMPASS)” is a global 
initiative that seeks to assist individuals while 
working across all levels: households, commu-
nities and the wider communities through a 
whole-of-society approach. 

according to the statement, “Nigeria, along 
with other countries including Afghanistan, 
Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya, Mali, Iraq, Leb-
anon, Morocco, Tunisia and Niger, partner in 
the global implementation of the COMPASS 
project.

The statement further read, “Through this in-
itiative vulnerable migrants, particularly vic-
tims of trafficking (VoT), as well as unaccom-
panied children migrant will be able to access 
a wide range of protection and assistance ser-
vices, from mental and psychosocial support to 
information on safe migration.

“Protection, assistance, sustainable reinte-
gration and empowerment of migrants and 
their families, is at the centre of this project. 
Stranded migrants returning to Nigeria often 
have limited access to income-generating activ-
ities and opportunities to integrate back into 
their communities”, said Saskia Kok, IOM Ni-
geria Head of Migrant Protection and Assis-
tance.  

At the community level, this initiative will 
work with local structures to ensure sustaina-
ble reintegration support to returned migrants 
and vulnerable groups while addressing the is-
sue of trafficking and smuggling of migrants 
through integrated community efforts. 

Also, Alhaji Ali Grema, Director of Human-
itarian Affairs, who represented Haijya Sad-
iya Umar Faraok, Minister of Humanitarian 
Affairs, Disaster Management and Social De-
velopment said the Ministry is delighted to 
launch the implementation of the COMPASS 
project in collaborations with IOM this clearly 
shows the commitment of the Federal Govern-
ment of Nigeria in tackling emerging challeng-
es that may  risk the livelihoods of returned 
migrants while ensuring their protection in 
the country.

She noted that over the 36-month imple-
mentation period, COMPASS initiative will 
compliment existing programs, such as the 
EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant Protec-
tion and Reintegration and Government of the 
Netherlands funded “Trusted Sources” Project, 
as well as other projects funded by the UK, 
such as the project “Strengthening Direct As-
sistance for Victims of Trafficking (VoTs) in Ni-
geria Through a Victim Centered Approach.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Neth-
erlands, as the donor to the COMPASS ini-
tiative, pledges its active support to partner 
countries, to improve migration cooperation 
mechanisms in the long-term.
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L-R: Anambra State Governor, Willie Obiano; Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo; and the MD/CEO, Niger Delta 
Power Holding Company during the commissioning of the 2x60MVA, 132/33KV Awka Power Substation in 
Anambra State



The issue of advice we will definitely give him positive 
ones. He is somebody that I know and he has worked 
with me in the past. He knows what keffi people wants 
and lacks,he knows what to do particularly as regards 
touching the lives of people including improving on the 
infrastructural developments aspect. 

We will give him all the necessary advises and our 
prayers will be of paramount to him. Our prayers for 
him again is that when we give him advice he would be 
able to adheres to them in order for all of us to move the 
local government forward.

There is ongoing agitations calling on Engineer A A 
Sule the governor of the state to re contest in 2023. 
As a political guru and an APC stakeholder in the 
state. What is your remarks as regards the matter?

So far so good he has not gone far he is in his second 
year of first tenure, but what he has put on grounds has 
already gingered the entire people of the state including 
those in the opposition political parties to commenced 
the agitations and if we don’t tell him to come and re 
contest in 2023 then we have not done justice.

 The issue of him coming on board for second term is 
justified by what he is doing. He has touched the lives 
of the entire people of the state within these two years 
and the way he governs the state shows that he is a man 
of integrity,a man of his words and an upright person-
ality. Honestly, by now we should be praying for him as-
siduously. Since he came on board we have been able to 

noticed peace and harmony in the state. We 
have had some instances where other gover-
nors in their domain are having one problem 
or the other as regards favouritism and oth-
er issues, but since Engineer A A Sule came 
on board he has been operating an open door 
policy without sentiment of any kind. 

We have never found him wanting and on 
these basis we have no justification to say he 
should not re contest. By the special grace of 
Almighty God he will come back for the sec-
ond tenure and we shall champion the ges-
ture.

As an engineer by profession. What do you 
think can best be done to curtail future 
disaster cursed by flood in keffi local 
government area  of recent, which killed 
so many people,destroyed properties 
worth billions of naira and rendered 
many homeless vis a vis your advice to 
government to come to the aid of those 
affected?

The fact of the matter is that already called 
have been made to the relevant authorities 
including the state government. Our work-
aholic Governor of the state Engineer A A 
Sule came and visited the scenes immediate-
ly when he was informed and has promised 
to do the needful immediately as well. Peo-
ple had been advised severally to avoid build-
ing on waterways and around river sides by 
governments through enlightenment cam-
paigns advising those who engages on build-
ing on such places,but you know human be-
ings with their nonchalant attitudes. What 
we have seen in keffi local government as re-
gards the said flood is something that can 
never be avoided. If people had listen such 
will not have happened to them, but we as 
believers of God what is destine to happen 
will definitely happened. But where you have 
been advised and adheres to even if it hap-
pens it will be minimal. In the aspect of my 
advice,I do know that our amiable governor 
Engineer A A Sule is a leader with listening 
ears as such I am very optimistic that he will 
render assistance to those affected. On the is-
sue of the destroyed infrastructures such as 
the two bridges that collapsed as a result of 
the flood one was constructed about 20 years 
ago while the other one was just constructed 
about 5 years ago.

 Some times we could have problems par-
ticularly on the designs while some could be 
inability to provide competent engineers to 
handle such constructions. To me when next 
the state government is to execute such pro-
jects or will reconstruct the destroyed bridg-
es competent engineers should be assigned to 
do the jobs in order to avoid future collapse. 
In fact, the one that collapsed just within five 
years of construction was as a result poor job.

Politicians are warming up while some 
have already indicated interest to contest 
for one political office or the other in 2023 
general elections. Where do we hope to see 
you?

We are hoping and praying to see that year. 
The first reality on ground is for us to see how 
our indefatigable governor Engineer A A Sule 
will be re elected in 2023. As regards myself 
when the time comes I will see how to cross 
the river. 

 
Engr Idris Muhammed Idris is the Spe-
cial Adviser to the Nasarawa State Gov-
ernor on Public Works

First Reality On Ground Is To See How  
Gov. Sule Will Be Re Elected – Engr. Idris 

In your capacity as an APC stakeholder in Keffi 
Local Government Area of Nasarawa State. What 
is your overview as regards what transpired that 
led to the emergence of Hon. Mohammed Baba 
Shehu as the keffi LGC, APC flag bearer ahead of the 
coming election?

May all praises be given to Almighty God for His mer-
cies upon us. The issue of consensus candidates was a 
general instructions based on the foresight of the ex-
ecutive governor of Nasarawa State,Engr. A A Sule. 
Things keep on changing particularly on the issues of 
elections at both levels and that is why the governor 
decided to summoned a general meeting particular-
ly the party’s bigwigs including the elders based on his 
wisdoms and knowing fully what politics is all about 
in order to see how people of various LGAs, within the 
state will conduct themselves about the matter. We 
discussed the matter and at the end committees were 
constituted. We sat down together and accessed all the 
aspirants as well as persuaded others to withdraw their 
interest and where such could not happen the primary 
elections should be conducted and as God will have it 
the committees were able to accessed all the aspirants. 
The way and manner they accessed them were very 
transparent, but they didn’t assigned us to on our own 
bring a single person. Based on what we discussed with 
them as regards showing them the prons and cons that 
any aspirant that agrees to withdraw would be com-
mended and the society will never forget him or her.

At the end of the exercise we were able to carry them 
along. This is exactly what transpired. It will also in-
terest you to know that all the aspirants in Keffi Local 
Government Area were equal to the task to handle the 
responsibilities of the Council,but certainly only one 
got the mandate. I want to use this medium to thank 
all of them for respecting the wise decision of our dear 
governor  on the said issue. In Keffi Local Government Area about 
nine aspirants were on the contest and later reduced to three and 
finally one was picked and all others agreed with the final decision. 
Hon. Mohammed Baba Shehu is the APC consensus candidates for 
Keffi Local Government Area and he has all what it takes to govern 
the council.

You piloted the affairs of Keffi LGA for two terms and 
peradventure if your party’s candidate wins to become the 
chairman. What is your advice to him in order to meet up with 
the aspirations of the people of the area?

While our duties or my duty in this aspect  is to see how we can up-
lift the continue peaceful coexistence that we have been enjoying. 

Our prayers for him again is 
that when we give him advice 
he would be able to adheres 
to them in order for all of us to 
move the local government 
forward
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Engr Idris Muhammed Idris is the Special Adviser to the Nasarawa State Governor 
on Public Works, a former commissioner of Community and Social Development, 
a former two terms Executive Chairman of Keffi Local Government Area of 
Nasarawa State and a Civil Engineer by profession. In this exclusive interview with 
our Nasarawa State Correspondent DAVID CHRISTOPHER, he speaks on issues 
ranging from how APC stakeholders in Keffi Local Government Area produced Hon. 
Mohammed Baba Shehu as APC consensus  flag bearer ahead of the forthcoming 
LGCs elections in the state, their quest to ensure Governor A A Sule is re elected 
in 2023, advising State Government to always give competent Engineers works to 
handle in order to avoid infrastructures collapses such as the collapsed of a bridge in 
keffi that was constructed just about five years ago, but didn’t last and other issues.
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CISLAC Berates Human Rights Violation 
Of Host Communities In Extractive Sector
By Progress Godfrey, Abuja

Civil Society Legislative Advocacy Centre (CISLAC) 
has described as condemnable, the deplorable 
standard of living of host communities as a result 
of activities carried out by local and multinational 
companies in the extractive sector in Nigeria.

Investigative visits carried out by CISLAC in partnership 
with Global Rights and Open Society Foundation, through 
investigative journalists to host communities in the extrac-
tive sector shows that between the period of  September 2019 
and August 2021, it had a total number of 150 cases report-
ed by different media outlets.

A breakdown of the stories by media outlets revealed that 
‘The Punch’ reported a total of 18 stories, among other s.

Similarly, Rivers State recorded the highest number of cas-
es.

Speaking at a press conference in Abuja Wednesday, the 
Executive Director of CISLAC, Auwal Musa Rafsanjani ad-
vocated for the adoption and implementation of a National 
Action plan (NAP) on Business and Human Rights in Nige-
ria which is an integrated and systematic national strategy 
to help realize the advancement of human rights in Nige-
ria; “it is an audit of the human rights situation in Nigeria, 
identifying areas in need of protection and improvement”.

Rafsanjani further explained that demonstrating respect 
for human rights has gone beyond just a matter between 
state and citizens; “it is now seen as a corporate responsibil-
ity critical to a company’s license to operate, entrenched by 
the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Hu-
man Rights.

“Under the Protect, Respect and Remedy framework of the 
Guiding Principle, States have a duty to protect human rights 
but businesses are also expected to respect the ‘entire’ spec-
trum of internationally recognized human rights wherever 
they operate, to avoid infringing on the human rights of oth-
ers and to address adverse human rights impacts,” he said.

He commended the efforts of all stakeholders towards ad-

vocating for the promotion of human rights within the 
business sector, while stating the expedient need for gov-
ernment to put in even more effort towards prevention, 
investigation, punishment and providing redress to victims 
through effective policies, legislation, regulations and adju-
dication.

Mining Challenges 
Nigeria’s abundant solid minerals constitute some of the larg-
est known deposits under different categories made up of 
precious metals, stones and industrial minerals like coal, tin, 
gold, marble, limestone and others (EITI, 2015). While min-
ing holds the potential of prospering their host communities 
when done in a sustainable manner, Nigeria’s extractive in-
dustry is froth with numerous problems including fiscal injus-
tice, environmental degradation, proliferation of abandoned 
open mining pits, the vulnerability of women, children and 
disabled persons to rights violation, water and air pollution, 
negative impacts on traditional livelihoods, destruction of 
ecosystem and security challenges.

Some of these problems were glaring in the host commu-
nities visited in Kogi and Osun State respectively. Environ-
mental degradation as a result of mining activities in com-
munities such as Awowo Akpali and Onupi in Kogi State and 
Ogbagba in Osun State has led to erosion, destruction of 
soil and farmlands, contamination/pollution of their wa-
ter which has led to illnesses and death amongst residents. 
In addition, during discussions with various community 
leaders on their plight, “our” journalists also found out 
that residents of these communities are barely employed 
by these companies and those who are employed, are given 
very menial or low paying jobs without considering their 
qualifications.

Despite complaints from community leaders and rep-
resentatives of these communities to the various compa-
nies operating within these communities, the companies 
have done very little to provide redress and the communi-
ties are looking up to the government to hold these com-

panies accountable.

Oil Exploration Challenges
The Niger Delta region is rich in alluvial soil, mangroves, 
heavy presence of fertile soil coupled with abundant link-
ages of fresh and salt-water bodies which provide the nec-
essary incentives for the people who are predominantly 
farmers and fishermen. Oil exploration has been on for 
more than six decades in the Niger Delta and has left the 
host communities in this region in a high state of poverty. 
Several households have been displaced; the environment 
has been left degraded as a result of oil spills, regular flar-
ing of harmful gases into the environment and discharge of 
industrial water into streams and rivers. All these have led 
to loss of livelihood, poor agricultural yields in this com-
munities and massive death of fish and aquatic organisms.

For more than five decades, oil has been Nigeria’s lead-
ing export. 90% of Nigeria’s gross domestic product (GDP) 
comes from revenue accruing from crude oil sales. As at 
December 2020, production of crude oil in Nigeria was 
1,174 thousand barrels per day. Though it fluctuated sub-
stantially in recent months due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and global lockdown which affected oil production globally 
and the price of oil fell, the nation’s GDP is still dependent 
on oil and gas production. Unfortunately, the communities 
which play host to oil and gas in the country have remained 
very backward in development and economic viability.

Some of the above mentioned issues were glaring once 
again in communities such as Bodo, Goi and Aggah com-
munities of River State and Odual Community in Bayel-
sa State.

The CISLAC Boss further recommended the establishment 
of a National Working Group on Business and Human Rights 
which he said, will coordinate activities of agencies that are 
involved in dealing with human rights and business related 
issues as contained in the draft ‘National Action Plan’.

Parallel LGA Congresses 
Futile, Pointless – APC
By Chidinma Chukwu 

The All Progressive Congress (APC) has described 
the purported parallel Local Government Area 
(LGA) congresses conducted in some states as fu-
tile and pointless. 

Sen. John James Akpanudoedehe, National 
Secretary of the APC Caretaker/Extraordinary Conven-
tion Planning Committee (CECPC) said this in an inter-
view with journalists at the Party’s National Secretariat 
on Monday in Abuja. 

Speaking on the outcome of Saturday’s APC LGA Con-
gresses, Akpanudoedehe described it as very successful. 

The National Secretary however adviced aggrieved mem-
bers to seek redress through the right channel as enshrined 
in the party’s constitution. 

“The APC is very structured. We setup a committee and 
the committee went to conduct the LGA Congresses. The 
next step will be an appeal process and anyone with issues 
will go to the appeal committee and if you are not satisfied 
with the appeal exercise, the national caretaker commit-
tee will handle it. That is our structure.” The CECPC Sec-
retary said. 

On reported ‘parallel’ congresses, Akpanudoedehe said, 
“The supervising institution of a political party is INEC. We 
write to INEC and by the rule of the land we are to give them 
notice. We also wrote to INEC stating names of people to 
conduct the congresses and the venue of the Congresses. 

“We also announced locally stating the time of the con-
gress and we informed the security agencies for protection. 
If you move away from the organization stipulated by INEC, 
the excercise can be described the way anybody chooses to. 

“This is the headquarters of the APC, if you now go and 
set up something outside here, it is no more APC. I am 
just hearing from you (journalists) that there was a par-
allel congress.” 

On the APC NEC resolution that party members should 
desist from taking the Party to court and strictly explore 
internal dispute resolution mechanisms provided by the 
Party’s constitution, Akpanudoedehe said the CECPC will 
compile a list of cases and report to the National Executive 
Committee (NEC) 

“The Party is already compiling the list of all the cases...
We will inform the NEC and a decision will be taken by 
NEC. The CECPC stands by the NEC resolutions” he stated.
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NNPC Publishes 2020 Audited Financial 
Statements, Records N0.9trn Less Revenue
By ABAH ADAH, Abuja

Following up 
on President 
Muhammadu 
Buhari’s re-
cent declara-

tion of two hundred and 
eighty seven billion Nai-
ra (N287bn) Profit After 
Tax (PAT) in year 2020 
by the Nigerian Nation-
al Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC), the Corpo-
ration has published the 
Audited Financial State-
ments (AFS).

According to a statement signed by the Group 
General Manager,

Group Public Affairs Division, NNPC, Gar-
ba Deen Muhammad, and made available to The 
SUMMIT, details of the financial statement can be 
accessed on the website of the corporation.

It would be recalled that while announcing the 
revenue feat achieved by NNPC some two weeks 
ago, President Buhari, who doubles as the Minis-
ter Petroleum Resources had said: “I have further 
directed the Nigerian National Petroleum Corpora-
tion to timely publish the Audited Financial State-
ments in line with the requirements of the law 
and as a follow up to our commitment to ensuring 
transparency and accountability by public institu-
tions.”

Among the highlights of the 2020 AFS is the Cor-

poration’s group 
profit which rose 
from a loss posi-
tion of N1.7billion 
in 2019 to a profit 
of N287bn in 2020 
for the first time in 
44 years.

The Group Man-
aging Director of 
the NNPC Mal. 
Mele Kyari, had at 
various times since 
the President’s dec-
laration of prof-
it, attributed the 

turnaround to aggressive cost cutting, automation of the sys-
tem and renegotiation of contracts downwards by about 30 
per cent, among other tough measures.

Further highlights of the AFS revealed that while the Cor-
poration’s group financial position increased in total current 
assets by 18.7% compared to that of 2019, its total current li-
abilities increased by 11.4% within the same period.

The group’s working capital remained below the line at 
N4.56trillion in 2020 as

against N4.44trillion in 2019, the AFS further revealed.
Similarly, the Corporation’s group revenue for the 2020 fi-

nancial year stood at N3.718trillion as against N4.634trillion 
in 2019, showing a downward slide of N0.9 trillion which, ac-
cording to the statement, is attributable to the decline in the 
production and price of crude oil due to the global impact of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

This is the third consecutive year that the NNPC is publish-
ing its AFS, having done so for 2018 and 2019.

...Recommends Adoption, Implementation Of National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights
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Changing the Narrative Of 
Federal Highways In Nigeria

Updates from the Federal Ministry of 
Works and Housing in recent times indi-
cate that the federal government is doing 
everything possible to address the prob-
lems of federal highways in Nigeria. At 

least, recent remarks by the Minister of Works and 
Housing, Babatunde Fashola, the Minister of State, 
Engr Abubakar Aliyu, and the Permanent Secretary, 
Babangida Husseini during their separate  inspection 
visits to various ongoing and attention-seeking road 
projects in parts of the country could attest to that.

Aside the worries over insecurity and unwarrant-
ed extortions by miscreants, another factor of equally 
high concern which has been on the front burner over 
the years and seen as the major cause of accidents on 
Nigerian highways, is the poor state of the roads, a 
narrative the present President Muhammadu Buhari-
led administration says it is determined to change. 

As being consistently stressed by  Fashola, the Ni-
gerian government is strongly committed to its re-
sponsibility of managing, maintaining, and even 
upgrading the over thirty five thousand (35,000) kil-
ometres federal roads including bridges  and road fur-
nitures across the 36 states of the federation and the 
federal capital territory, Abuja . 

These roads are divided into the federal trunk ‘A’ 
roads and the federal trunk ‘F’ 

roads. The federal trunk ‘A’ roads are those under 
federal government ownership and they are devel-
oped 

and maintained by the federal government while 
the federal trunk ‘F’ roads are those that were former-
ly under state ownership, but were taken over by the 
federal government, with a view to upgrading them 
to federal 

highway standards. 
Benin-Asaba, Abuja-Lokoja, Kano-Katsina, Onit-

sha-Owerri, Shagamu-Benin and Abuja-Keffi-Ak-

wanga, Kano-Shuari, Potiskum-Damaturu, Loko-
ja-Benin, Enugu-Port Harcourt, Ilorin-Jebba, 
Lagos-Ota-Abeokuta and Lagos-Badagry-Seme 
Border are some of the major federal roads in Nige-
ria.

Most Nigerian roads are said to be bad as a result 
of conditions such as surface depressions, presence 
of pot holes and cracks, development of gulley due 
to erosion, washing away of the road 

shoulders, faulty street lights, faulty drainage 
systems , faulty traffic signals and wiping-off of 
pavement among a few others. The rampant cas-
es of delayed journey, damages to vehicles, kidnap-
ping, and, most importantly, road accidents record-
ed in the past had always been attributed to the 
sorry state of the roads. But the Minister, Fashola, 
has also refuted these claims times without num-
ber, insisting that, from available records, majority 
of the rampant cases of accidents on Nigerian high-
ways occur as a result of reckless driving and disre-
gard for road use signs and instructions.

Several factors had always been pointed out as 
reasons for the pitiable condition of roads in the 
country prominent among which are poor funding, 
poor design and construction of road,  poor con-
tract execution, heavy traffic, lack of maintenance 
culture, corruption. Some of these causes are glar-
ing. For instance, in the area of funding, which is 
among the few very critical factors, Fashola had dis-
closed to the public that N18 billion was Nigeria’s 
budgetary allocation for the whole works and hous-
ing sector in 2015, adding that the improvement 
began with the first budget of the current President 
Muhammadu Buhari administration in 2016 when 
about N200 billion was allocated to the sector. And 
according him, he inherited about 200 projects on 
assuming office in 2015 with virtually all the sites 
abandoned by contractors for lack of payment. An-

other financial cankerworm that has compounded 
this inadequate funding over the years, research has 
shown, is embezzlement by individuals who are priv-
ileged to be custodians of the funds and the project at 
different levels of government. 

One good thing has been that, as part of efforts to 
bridge the funding gap, the federal government be-
gan to drive fund from alternative sources in addi-
tion to the improvement in budgetary allocation. 
Such alternative arrangements saw the government 
key into the SUKUK Sovereign Fund, which has mark 
in the rehabilitation and reconstruction of sections 
of the Nigerian roads across the country in the last 
few years. Another commendable development in the 
works and housing sector in the last few years is that 
all contractors, who abandoned site earlier for not be-
ing paid returned to site to continue with the their 
project, some have even completed their projects, 
even new contracts were signed.

However, as progressive as the improvement in 
budgetary allocation and funding in recent times 
which has was in the region of N270 billion in the 
2021 budget, it cannot guarantee the good road net-
work that is required for economic prosperity in a na-
tion; the other critical factors must be addressed for 
that to happen. 

Briefing journalists at the end of one of the meet-
ings of the Federal Executive Council (FEC) in June, 
Fashola said drivers were responsible for 70 per cent 
of the causes of the road crashes on the nation’s high-
ways.

He however highlighted some steps being taken to 
address the problem to include in-
stallation of road traffic signs and 
more patrol.

“So, we started the process in 
April. We should collate the fig-
ure by the end of June, hopeful-

A view of the rehabilitated Kara Under Bridge, Kilometre 5 Lagos - Ibadan Expressway (Section I : Lagos-Sagamu ) during an inspection visit by the Hon. Minister of Works 
and Housing, Mr Babatunde Fashola, SAN
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ABAH ADAH takes  look at at the state of federal highways in Nigeria and 
government efforts towards developing the roads to international standard.
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ly, into July. This includes 
installation of road traffic 
signs and more patrol. We 
are also looking at putting 
speed metres on the high-
way. There is a combination 
of factors and we are also 
trying to educate drivers.

“We saw that the biggest 
factor for these accidents; 
from over speeding, loss 
of control, wrongful over-
taking, brake failure, tyre 
blow-out points to the role 
of the driver. Consistent-
ly, over the years and this 
data is available, the impact 
of bad roads and accidents 
was less than two percent.

“These factors I have 
mentioned; over speed-
ing, loss of control, wrong-
ful overtaking cumulate 
to over 70 per cent. If we 
reduce this, we bring the 
numbers down.

“So, I think our focus as 
a government is that we’ve 
agreed that the driver has 
a role to play, starting from 
education and certifica-
tion. So, this is going to be 
a multi-disciplinary activi-
ty from the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, Ministries of Information, 
FRSC, state and local governments 
in terms of how they test and certify 
drivers,” he said.

The Minister’s remark while in-
specting the refurbished Digi-
tal Truck Weigh Bridge at Old Toll 
Gate along Lagos-Ibadan Express-
way on Thursday, August 26 was an 
indication that the federal govern-
ment has begun matching its words 
with action. Fashola said any truck 
caught carrying cargoes exceeding 
12 tonnes on federal roads across 
Nigeria would thenceforth pay be-
tween N1 million and N10 million 
fine.

He explained that the measure 
was not just about tolling but geared 
towards the Highway Development 
Initiatives of the Federal Govern-
ment to curb abuse of highways 
causing quick degeneration.

He maintained that overloaded 
trucks usually constitute danger to 
themselves, the infrastructure and 
other road users.

“No matter how beautiful, how 
well designed the highways are, they 
are built with a specification, and 
once you don’t comply with those 
specifications you are abusing or 
misusing the assets.

“Now, those specifications are 
global. So, they are not Nigerian 
made, every country in the world 
has subscribed to them. And so, if 
we see things in other parts that we 
like how they look, it is because they 
are properly used.

“Nigeria is a signatory to the ECO-
WAS Axle Load Regulation signed 
by all ECOWAS countries, and one 
of the first things President Buha-
ri did in the first term of his admin-
istration was to ratify that conven-

tion locally.
“So, those are the regulations that you 

see, that we have published on that wall 
just to further educate people, they have 
been gazetted showing the approved ax-
les per truck and type of truck and what 
each truck can carry,” he said.

He said as minister, his office empow-
ered him to make regulations, hence the 
new calibrated bills for contravention of 
axle loads.

Fashola said the fines against erring 
articulated vehicles were from N1mil-
lio to over N10 million to serve as deter-
rent.

“The reason we have also done this is 
we want to make it cheaper to comply 
and very expensive to break the law,” he 
said.

He said the federal government was 
fixing weigh bridges to regulate axle load 
to increase the lifespan of the highways 
while at the same time creating thou-
sands of jobs.

The minister said the weigh bridges 
would generate 50,000 direct jobs and 
200,000 indirect employment opportu-
nities to boost the economic livelihood 
of Nigerians.

Fashola said the weigh bridge was 
among others built with international 
standard to preserve the lifespan of the 
roads and that it would be put to use 
upon completion of the ongoing Lagos-
Ibadan Expressway project.

The Minister explained that the 
planned return of tolling and the Weigh 
bridge, were part of a Highway Devel-
opment Initiative that had the enforce-
ment side, and economic value through 
direct and indirect employment oppor-
tunities.

Fashola said the facility had the ca-
pacity to divert trucks to inspection 
points as well as ware house to cater for 
excess charge and trans-loading in col-
laboration with transport unions.

Earlier, the Federal Controller of 
Works in Lagos State, Mr Olukayo-
de Popoola, explained that the weigh 
bridge constructed in 1974 would pre-
vent trucks with excessive load capable 
of  causing increased spending on road 
repairs.

In another development, the federal 
government, through the ministry, re-
cently demonstrated its commitment 
to road infrastructure development 
when the the Minister of State for 
Works and Housing, Engr Aliyu,  gave 
assurance of government’s prompt in-
tervention to redeem  the portions of 
the Gasua-Potiskum federal highway 
which was badly damaged by flood fol-
lowing a heavy downpour, upon his on-
the-spot assessment visit to the area, 
stressing that urgent and pragmatic 
steps were already being taken to reme-
dy the situation.

Engr Aliyu who was represented by 
the Federal Controller of Works in Yobe 
State, Engr Olusegun Akinmade on the 
visit, said the ministry would deploy 
the relevant agency to attend to the af-
fected parts of the road in no time” he 
said, adding that the most affected part 
of the highway is a stretch between Ga-
rin Gada to Tarajim along the Gashua-
Potiskum Highway.

He said “ President Muhammadu Bu-
hari’s commitment to road infrastruc-
ture is unprecedented, as evidenced by 
his administration’s huge investments 
in road reconstruction and rehabilita-
tion across the country” 

Accordingly, the Minister said the 
prompt assessment of the damaged 
portion of the highway is a demonstra-
tion of the leadership commitment of 
his ministry working round the clock to 
deliver on its mandate. 

Yobe State Commissioner for Works, 
Engr Umaru Wakili Duddaye, was 
among the team that inspected the 

damaged portion.
Much earlier, the Perma-

nent Secretary, Engr Hussei-
ni while speaking at the min-
istry headquarters in Abuja 
after receiving an interim re-
port of on- the -spot assess-
ment of the Abuja -Lokoja 
flash flood and the bridge in 
Gwaram Local Government 
Area of Jigawa State reas-
sured the public of govern-
ment’s commitment to in-
frastructure development 
across the country. 

He said the federal govern-
ment was taking stock of all 
roads affected by flash floods 
as the rains continue at their 
peak and giving  them the 
deserved attention.

On the Abuja -Lokoja 
road , he said as soon as the 
downpour subsided and the 
flood receded the road which 
was being monitored was 
opened to traffic since Sat-
urday.

As for the bridge in Gwar-
am Local Government Area 
of Jigawa State, the Perma-
nent Secretary noted the 

prompt response of Jigawa State by 
diverting traffic to an alternative 
route and commenced repair works 
on the bridge immediately, he there-
fore commended the state govern-
ments and the stakeholders for their 
efforts in supporting Mr. President’s 
commitment to road and infrastruc-
ture development.

He assured the Jigawa state gov-
ernment of the ministry’s technical 
support as at when needed. He said 
the professionals in the ministry are 
always available to provide techni-
cal support to states in all road and 
bridge construction activities.

Not long before then, the Perma-
nent Secretary, while on a routine in-
spection of the ongoing Abuja-Ka-
no road project and coincidentally 
saw some women burning tyres un-
der the bridge of a railway crossing 
along the Zaria-Kano section of the 
expressway, faulted their action and 
issued a stern warning, urging mem-
bers of the public to learn to be pro-
tectors of road infrastructure and 
other public utilities within their 
neighbourhood pave way for the de-
sired socio-economic  development.

He queried why people keep de-
stroying  bridges, roads and other 
public utilities, saying, “This is put-
ting the government and public life 
in danger.” 

While expressing his visible anger, 
he also sounded a strong warning to 
them to desist from such activities 
henceforth. He implored them to see 
the government’s properties as their 
personal property so that they pro-
tect and preserve them jealously

In their reactions, one of the wom-
en caught in the act said that, they 
only saw some other people burning 
tyres under the bridge and that they 
only joined without knowing the im-
plication.



By Progress Godfrey, Abuja

Life in the Federal Capital Territory, for the 
Owners of Shops and Traders in Area 7/UTC 
complexes had been easy-going until Decem-
ber,  2020, when a notice was placed hinting 
of plans by the authorities to demolish the 

complexes for remodelling. 
This notice of the planned demolition was seen as a 

looming disaster with an alarming number of persons 
who face the  risk of losing their businesses and source 
of livelihood. Interviews with different members of 
the owners and traders associations show a height-
ened disturbance and outcry.

Umene Ebere Anthony, popularly known by his 
business name ‘Uncle T’, who is a member of the trad-
ers association as well as the owners association, air-
ing his view said, “Before I invested my money in ac-
quiring a shop in the UTC I did due diligence and was 
told that the shop was in the ‘Abuja Master Plan’, now 
I’m surprised about what is going on in this market.

“The main problem we’re having now is our chair-
man. Based on what is going on now, we don’t under-
stand him. We elected him, but right now I now, his 
actions are not in our favour.

“The effect of demolishing the complex is going to 
be grave, because there are lots of young people who 
make a living from the UTC”

Another member of the owners and traders associ-
ation, Onyeka Obiano, who had traded at the complex 
for 20 years, told THE SUMMIT, “I have been trading 
at UTC since 2000. I served my master for eight years 
and he settled me, then I started my own business and 
since then the market has been helpful. If it is remod-
elled, I don’t know where I’ll go, being a family man.

“We don’t want remodelling, we want to own our 
own shops and continue to manage life. We want the 
FCT Minister to pardon us and help us leave the struc-
ture as it is.”

Adingi Benjamin Ugochukwu, the Financial Secre-
tary of Area 7 traders association had this to say, “We 
know that the Minister is a good man, a man of the 
people, a man that doesn’t want the masses to suf-
fer, so I am using this opportunity to plead with the 
Minister to listen to our cry. The UTC is a place that 
trained a lot of Nigerian youths and has made them 
what they are today. In that UTC, some people came 
as apprentices and learners and in two to three years 
they become established. It is a training ground for 
youths, it is a place that houses almost 1 million peo-
ple, so it is an important place in the FCT. Therefore 
evacuating us from there or demolishing the complex 
will affect the lives of so many people and so many will 
go back to the village.

So we are pleading to the minister to allow us stay 
there and do our business.”

Recall that the Association of Shop Owners in the 
complexes in a briefing it held on August 27th, 2021 
had also called on the FCT minister to come to its aid 
to avoid the negative effect of the demolition.

The association said, “We have so much at stake in 
this enterprise and totally ignoring us as the manage-
ment is currently doing tantamounts to stretching 
our resilience beyond limits.It’s on this premise we re-
solved to offer the following prayers to the Honorable 

We don’t want remodelling, 
we want to own our own shops 
and continue to manage life. 
We want the FCT Minister to 
pardon us and help us leave 
the structure as it is

Minister of FCT for his prompt intervention.
“We pray that this very unusual plan by manage-

ment be rescinded for now especially at this try-
ing time in the economic life of this nation. And that 
prompts us to ask the salient question; who owns Ur-
ban Shelter, and why is it being used as a veiled in-
strument to dispossess law abiding citizens of their 
legitimate properties? We wish to state also that the 
complex was not built as a shopping mall; rather as 
a safe haven for the struggling masses especially re-
tired civil servants to thrive in whatever business they 
choose to embark on.

“The market we are saying is overbuilt as three oth-
er shopping malls and plazas are gradually turning the 
only road running through the complexes into night-
mare for motorists. Erecting a completely new struc-
ture in the vicinity would further worsen the already 
bad situation. It is hereby suggested that the complex 
and UTC Block be given a facelift, instead,” a state-
ment signed by its Chairman, Godfrey Ojarikre reads.

The association explained that If the remodeling 
must take place; all stakeholders must be accommo-
dated as partners in progress on the negotiation table.

“This presupposes that every Shop Owner would 
be offered the first right of refusal over any new allo-
cation. Moreover; the modalities geared towards the 
full and successful implementation of any new project 
would be jointly addressed by all stake holders.

“We strongly recommend a seamless transition of 
every Shop Owner from his or her old shop to a new 
one, on affordable long term plans.

“We make this submission as a way of reiterating 
our earlier conviction that mutual effort from eve-
ryone concerned with this enterprise would help ad-
vance the cause of establishing a market friendly and 
model complex that will be beneficial to all.”

The Association recalled that the Federal Capital De-
velopment Authority (FCDA) had in the year 1992, al-
located spaces to the citizens of FCT, adding that in 
1997, letters of reconfirmation of allocated spaces.

It also noted that the Abuja Investment Compa-
ny Limited came into existence in 2008 and has taken 
several steps including sending letters of termination, 
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most of which it said, it ignored because the Invest-
ment Company was not responsible for issuance in 
the first place.

“Further to our earlier oral and written representa-
tion to the Abuja Metropolitan Management Coun-
cil that was mandated by the Permanent Secretary to 
investigate the circumstances surrounding threats by 
the Abuja Investments Company Limited. to Remodel 
the Area 7 Shopping Complex / UTC, we hereby make 
our final submission as follows;

“In the year 1992; the Federal Capital Development 
Authority allocated shops/space to (Four Hundred 
and Seventy One) citizens of the FCT majority of who 
were retired civil servants. In 1997 a letter of recon-
firmation of allocation of shop/space was issued with 
directives to not only enter into a tenancy agreement 
with the FCT Market Management Committe, but to 
also convert the shop space to permanent structures 
in accordance with the approved prototype design 
which was attached and that the conversion would be 
supervised by authorised professionals. The allotment 
was duly supervised and the shops built by individuals 
with hard earned monies derived from loans, pensions 
and gratuities

“The Abuja Investments Company Limited and the 
Abuja Markets Management Limited came into exist-
ence in 2008 and in line with the oppressive style of 
leadership in the affairs of the FCT then, a notice of 
termination of tenancy was issued on the 16th July 
2008. We remained unperturbed over the notice be-
cause it was not from the authorities that allocated 
the shops to us in the first place,” the statement added 

This, the statement said, was followed by a Letter 
of Offer for a Five Year Lease on March 30th 2009, 
and finally a Letter of Offer for Tenancy was issued 
on 30th June 2013, six months short of the Five Year 
Lease agreement, which is still operational till date.

In a joint meeting held with the Abuja Markets 
Management Limited the association “demanded for 
proof that the Abuja Investments Company Limit-
ed are the owners of the complex.” Despite promis-
es made by the Abuja Markets Management Limited 
to get answers from its parent body, nothing has been 
heard of till date.

“We wish to place on good authority that we consti-
tuted ourselves into an Association in early 2009 and 
we were duly registered by the Corporate Affairs Com-
mission. Moreover; Management has over the years 
been addressing us by our registered name. All Shop 
Owners have been consistent in their payment of 
Ground Rent to the Abuja Investments Company Lim-
ited; and Service Charge to the Abuja Markets Man-
agement Limited from January; 2009 till date. And 
that lawfully confers on every Shop Owner the statu-
tory right of ownership.”

Efforts to reach the Abuja Investments Company 
Limited for possible discussion have been “refuted” 
the statement by the association added.

Area 7/UTC 
Demolition 

Plan Menace 
To Many’s 

Livelihood



According to the IMF definition, 
international reserves consist 
of the sum of the country’s for-
eign exchange, its reserve po-
sition in the IMF, its monetary 

gold reserves, and the United States dol-
lar value of SDR (Special Drawing Rights) 
holdings by its monetary authorities.

Countries are interested in accumu-
lating foreign reserves to ensure macro-
economic stability. There has been some 
debate whether to beef up the level of na-
tions’ foreign reserves or make it lower, es-
pecially in developing countries like Ni-
geria.

In 2020, international reserves for Ni-
geria was $36,729 Billion. Though Nige-
ria’s international reserves fluctuated sub-
stantially in recent years, it tended to 
increase through 1971 - 2020 period.

However, this data is based on the CBN 
statistics obtained through PFI capital 
Research. It showed that from April 3rd 
2006, the gross external reserve was $36.2 
billion and rose to $43.90 billion as at De-
cember 19 (the highest for the year 2006). 
This represents 21.27% increase in exter-
nal reserve during the 8 months period. 
During this period, real GDP growth was 
6.73% as the real GDP grew from N37.47 
trillion in 2005 to N39.99 trillion in 2006. 
Inflation during this period was also with-
in 1-digit as it averaged 8.38% in 2006. 
On a MoM basis, Nigeria recorded nega-
tive inflation rate in June (-0.2%), October 
(-2.5%), November (-0.7%) and Decem-
ber (-0.8%). 

This shows the growth was stable as in-
flation was at the desired level and there 
was relatively increased domestic produc-
tion of goods and services. It was also dur-
ing this period that Nigeria successfully 
met the condition of debt relief from the 
Paris Club, which had its debt settled with 
the group.

By 2007, the gross external reserve 
grew from $41.90 billion as at January 4, 
to $52.47 billion as at December 13, rep-
resenting a growth rate of 25.27% dur-
ing the period or an addition of $10.57 bil-
lion to the gross external reserve during 
the period. Average inflation rate in 2007 
was 5.42% which is the lowest inflation 
rate Nigeria recorded during the years un-
der review. The inflation rate declined by 
140bps from 8% in January 2007 to 6.6% 
YoY in December 2007. Inflation rate on 
MoM basis was also low and which showed 
deflation in January, October and Novem-
ber MoM in 2007. Nigeria also enjoyed in-
creased real GDP growth during this peri-
od at 7.32%.

In 2008, Nigeria recorded highest gross 
external reserve during the years un-
der review with external reserve hitting 
the highest point of $64.73 billion on Au-
gust 11th, 2008. This was a period of 
boom as the equities market also rallied 
while hitting an all-time high of 64,834.33 
points in March 2008 (before dropping 
to 20,436.40 points in April 2009 as the 
global financial crisis hit the market). By 

Columnist | September 13 - 24, 2021
THE SUMMIT 13www.summitpostnews.com @summitpostnews summitpostnews

COLUMNIST
Talking Money With    YUSUF AKOGU

Dairy Of Nigeria’s External Reserves
December 30th, 2008, external reserve al-
ready dropped to $52.60 billion which rep-
resents -18.74% decline from its all-time 
high of $64.73 billion in August 2008. Aver-
age import cover during the year was 16.7 
months. 

Headline inflation grew faster within this 
period as it averaged 11.52% while real GDP 
growth grew at a slower rate of 7.2%. The fi-
nancial crisis majorly had effect on Nigeria’s 
financial and trade sectors as it manifested 
majorly from liquidity and credit crunch as 
well as significant reduction in confidence 
in the banking system. Hence, impres-
sive performance of the non-oil sector dur-
ing the period, supported Nigeria’s growth 
throughout the crisis.

In 2009 and 2010, gross external re-
serve ended the year at $42.38 billion and 
$32.34 billion respectively. This shows that 
gross external reserve declined significant-
ly by 19.43% in 2009 when compared to the 
December 30th, 2008 value of $52.60 bil-
lion. It also shows that the reserve declined 
by -23.69% in 2010 when compared to the 
2009 ending value of $42.38 billion. These 
were the periods the financial crisis hits the 
peak on the economy as average inflation 
rate also grew fast to 12.59% in 2009 and 
13.77% in 2010. Average official exchange 
rate also grew during the period as it was 
N150.30/$ in 2010 compared to N148.88/$ 
in 2009 and N118.57/$ in 2008. In essence, 
the average official exchange rate depreci-
ated by 25.57% in 2009 and by 0.95% in 
2010. 

By 2011, the external reserve grew mar-
ginally by 0.93% to $32.64 billion as at De-
cember 2011 from $32.34 billion recorded 
in December 2010. Highest gross external 

reserve in 2011 was recorded on 4th March 
as the reserve hit a high of $36.49 billion. By 
the end of 2012, gross external reserve grew 
to $43.83 billion as inflation rate averaged 
12.24% during the period while the economy 
grew at a slower pace of 4.21% in real terms. 
Oil price averaged $105.87/barrel in 2013, 
compared to an average of $109.45/barrel. 
This reflected in the external reserve which 
closed the year at $43.61 billion compared 
to $44.34 billion at the start of the year, rep-
resenting a marginal decline of -1.65%. The 
economy however grew at a faster pace of 
5.49% compared to 4.21% recorded in 2012 
while exchange rate appreciated by 0.12% to 
N157.31/$1

For 2014 and 2015, the price of oil aver-
aged $96.29/barrel and $49.49/barrel re-
spectively. External reserve fell to $34.21 bil-
lion in December 2014 compared to $42.85 
billion in December 2013, stemming from 
relative reduction in price of crude oil as well 
as oil pipelines vandalism activities in the Ni-
ger-Delta region. It was at this point that the 
recession bell rang. By 2015, the price of oil 
declined significantly by -48.60% to an av-
erage of $49.49/barrel while the gross ex-
ternal reserve also declined accordingly by 
-17.41% to $28.28 billion in December 2015 
compared to $34.21 billion recorded in De-
cember 2014. Average inflation rate grew 
faster at 9% in 2015 compared to 8.05% in 
2014 while the real GDP growth rate in 2015 
slowed greatly to 2.79% compared to 6.22% 
recorded in 2014.

The Nigerian economy entered into eco-
nomic recession in 2016  for the first time 
since 1991 as the real GDP growth for the 
year decline  to -1.58% due majorly to the 
slump in the price of crude oil, while average 
inflation rate was 15.62% and average official 
exchange rated skyrocketed to N253.49/$1 
during the period. External reserve hit the 
lowest level of $23.897 billion on Octo-
ber 19th, 2016 while closing at $26.99  bil-
lion at the end of the year, the lowest since 
2005. During this period, the CBN restricted 
foreign exchange on the importation of 41 
items including toothpick. By April 2017, the 
CBN introduced the SMIS window to deepen 
the foreign exchange market and accommo-
date all FX obligations for importers and in-
vestors. Hence, the beginning of multiple ex-
change rate windows- CBN official, SMIS and 
I&E window. At the end of 2017, the coun-
try was back to positive growth rate as real 
GDP grew marginally by 0.82%. Average in-
flation rate however was higher (16.55%) 
when compared to the average rate in 2017 
(15.62%). The exchange rate also depreciated 
by 20.63% to N305.79/$ while the gross ex-
ternal reserve stood at $38.77 billion by 29th 
December 2017 at an average import cover 
of 12 months.

Modest growth rate continued to 2018 
when the Nigerian economy recorded real 
GDP growth rate of 1.91% in Financial Year 
2018. During the same period, average infla-
tion rate slowed down to 12.15% while the 
average official exchange rate slightly depre-
ciated by 0.09% to N306.08/$ from the av-
erage official rate of N305.79/$ in 2017. The 

gross external reserve grew from $38.91 
billion on 2nd January, 2018, to $43.12 
as at December 2018 with the average im-
port cover of 13.8 months, on the back of 
increased oil production and oil prices rel-
ative to the 2016 levels.

In 2019, the Nigerian economy grew 
by 2.27% in real terms, consolidating the 
fragile growth rates since the country was 
out of recession in 2017. Average headline 
inflation rate also grew at a slower rate of 
11.39% while the average official exchange 
rate depreciated marginally by 27bps to 
N306.92/$ compared to N306.08/$ in 
2018. The external reserve which was 
at $43.08 billion at the beginning of the 
year, ended the year lower at $38.62 bil-
lion. This showed that the external reserve 
shed $4.46 billion in 2019. Banking on op-
timism in external sector activities cou-
pled with the US-China trade deal, as well 
as high oil prices, the economy was set for 
continued growth increases in 2020 un-
til the COVID-19 pandemic hit the world 
which led to oil prices falling.

This was aggravated by the oil price war 
between Russia and Saudi Arabia which 
sent oil prices to 18 years low, which had 
negative impact on the external reserve of 
the country that fell to $33.44 billion as at 
29th April. By 13th July, the gross exter-
nal reserve increased by $2.69 billion to 
$36.13 billion on the back of the inflow 
from the IMF while the CBN keep hav-
ing little activities in the forex window.

In June 2021, Nigeria’s economy suf-
fers another hit in the half year as the 
country’s foreign reserves dropped by 
a whopping $2.1 billion, from $35.37 
billion recorded as of 31st December 
2020, to $33.32 billion as of 30th June 
2021.

According to data obtained from the 
daily external reserve movement track-
er, released by the Central Bank of Ni-
geria (CBN), the reserve dipped 5.3 per-
cent year to date in June, despite crude 
oil, which is a major source of foreign 
exchange gaining over 46 percent in the 
same period.

The slump is largely attributed to the 
decline in crude oil earnings, major-
ly caused by the cut in production quo-
ta by the OPEC in order to stabilize the 
market as most economies move to re-
cover from the downturn caused by the 
covid-19 pandemic.

However for the first time since June 
this year, the total amount in the exter-
nal reserves of Nigeria reached $34 bil-
lion threshold.

Data obtained by The Summit from 
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
showed that the foreign exchange (FX) 
buffers increased to $34.1 billion on 
Wednesday, September 1, 2021 from 
$33.5 billion seven days earlier.

Nigeria’s Central Bank expects for-
eign reserves to leap to as high as $40 
billion by the end of September 2021, 
due to relatively steady price of crude 
oil in the international market.

The financial 
crisis majorly 
had effect 
on Nigeria’s 
financial and 
trade sectors as 
it manifested 
majorly from 
liquidity and 
credit crunch 
as well as 
significant 
reduction in 
confidence in 
the banking 
system



Kanye West continues to 
dominate the Billboard 
200 chart.

On Sunday (Septem-
ber 5), Billboard con-

firmed Kanye’s tenth studio effort 
Donda debuted at No. 1 on the 
chart with an estimated 327,000 
total album-equivalent units. It’s 
Kanye’s best first week on the chart 
in the streaming era and best over-
all since 2013’s Yeezus, which de-
buted with over 327,000 units sold.

By comparison, his 2018 al-
bum ye debuted with roughly 
208,000 total album-equivalent 
units earned and 
his 2019 gospel al-
bum Jesus Is King 
debuted at No. 1 
with an estimat-
ed 264,000 total 
album-equivalent 
units.

The 27-song ef-
fort debuted on 
Sunday (August 
29), a switch from the now tradi-
tional Friday release day and con-
tained a loaded guest list, includ-
ing The Weeknd, Jay Electronica, 
The LOX, Young Thug, the late Pop 
Smoke, Pusha T, Travis Scott, Lil 
Baby, Fivio Foreign and Kid Cudi, 

One of the prominent songs left off 
Donda was a collaboration between 
Kanye and the mercurial Atlanta legend 
André 3000

Kanye West Lands 9th 
Consecutive Billboard 
200 No. 1 Album With 
‘Donda
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among others.
Despite the controversy surround-

ing its release, including Kanye accus-
ing Universal Music Group of releasing 
the album without his final approval, 
the album earned the second-biggest 
debut for an album in the history of 
Spotify.

One of the prominent songs left off 
Donda was a collaboration between 
Kanye and the mercurial Atlanta legend 
André 3000. Titled “Life Of The Party,” 
the single featured Three Stacks pour-
ing out his heart over his late mother 
while also speaking to Kanye’s moth-
er, Donda West.

As opposed to being left on the cut-
ting room floor, Drake leaked the single 
while serving as guest DJ on SiriusXM 
on Saturday (September 4), prompt-
ing longtime Kanye collaborator Con-
sequence to release a diss track in re-
taliation.

Family, Friends Honor 
Gregg Leakes At 

Celebration Of Life Event 
In Georgia 

Friends and family of Gregg 
Leakes gathered on Mon-
day at a lounge owned by 
his wife, The Real House-
wives of Atlanta veter-

an NeNe Leakes, to memorialize 
the late star. The event at The Lin-
nethia featured powerful musical 
performances by Keke Wyatt and 
gospel stars Yolanda Adams, Kim 
Burrell and Le’Andria Johnson.

Former Real Housewives stars 
Lisa Wu, Phaedra Parks, Mar-
lo Hampton, Porsha Williams and 
Eva Marcille came out to support 
the Leakes family, according to a 
report from CBS 8. 

As previously report-
ed, Gregg Leakes, 66, 
passed away on Sept. 
1 after a lengthy battle 
with colon cancer. He 
made his transition in 
his home surrounded 
by family. Diagnosed 
with Stage III colon 
cancer in 2018, he had 
reportedly been in re-
mission for two years 
before his cancer re-
turned earlier this 
year.

Since the loss of 
her husband, NeNe 
Leakes has been shar-
ing touching photos 
and videos of herself 
and Gregg on social 
media. Monday, she 
shared a photo of her-

self kissing Gregg with a caption 
that read, “Today we celebrate 
you Gregg with love, just the way 
you wanted it.” 

The Leakes were married for 
24 years, and his passing came 
just days after NeNe revealed the 
gravity of her husband’s condi-
tion to patrons at The Linnethia, 
where his celebration of life was 
later held.

“Please, I’m asking everybody 
in this lounge, I had no idea that 
I was going to walk in here and 
grab this microphone and make 
this announcement, but I want 

to say this … I 
want to be at 
peace,” she said 
last Saturday 
night. “When 
you see me and 
you see my son, 
give us a lot 
of love, okay? 
My husband is 
transitioning to 
the other side 
… You don’t 
know what 
we’re deal-
ing with right 
now.”

An inves-
tor and entre-
preneur, Gregg 
Leakes is sur-
vived by his 
wife and six 
children.

Please, 
I’m asking 
everybody in 
this lounge, I 
had no idea 
that I was going 
to walk in here 
and grab this 
microphone 
and make this 
announcement, 
but I want to say 
this

Kanye West

Gregg Leakes
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Embrace ADR 

Now, Obegolu 
Tasks Nigerian 

Universities 

AfCFTA: Ensure Adequate Electricity, 
Internet To Boost Intra-Africa Trade – Experts

ACCI Inaugurates Law And Judicial 
Economy Trade Group

By Abah Adah, Abuja

The Nigeria government has been urged 
to ensure accessibility of electricity, in-
ternet and other digital public services 
to boost intra Africa trade and enhance 
the effective implementation of African 

Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).
This was among recommendations made in a re-

port released at the end of a hybrid roundtable or-
ganised by the European Union (EU), the African 
Association for Public Administration and Man-
agement (AAPAM), the Pan-African Strategic and 
Policy Research Group (PANAFSTRAG) and the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
(ECA) on Single Currency and Fintech to boost In-
tra Africa Trade and enhance AfCFTA implemen-
tation in Senegal.

The roundtable was organised to assess the pro-
gress made towards a Monetary Union at Region-
al levels in Africa as a priority for achieving conti-
nental monetary policy harmonisation leading to 
a single currency - AFRO by 2023.

The report also urged the government to evalu-
ate the direct and indirect impacts of digitalising 
public services and also scale up digital education 
and skills building, including in the public sector.

The delegates at the round table said tertiary ed-
ucation is relevant for the 4th Industrial Revolu-
tion adding that the African governments should 
take a whole-of-government or holistic approach 

By Abah Adah, Abuja

Abuja Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(ACCI) today inaugurated law and judicial 
economy Trade Group to enhance ease of do-
ing business by utilizing law as an instrument 
for growth and development of businesses 

within and outside the country.
The President ACCI, Dr. Al-Mujtaba Abubakar who in-

augurated the group said, the aim is to create a com-
munity of commercial Lawyers and dispute resolution 
practitioners with specific mandate to utilize the law to 
expand their practice and business opportunities.

The President, appointed the Vice President Legal 
ACCI, Mallam Bukhari Bello to chair the group while 
urging them to relate with National Assembly and work-
ing assiduously and steadfast in moving things forward.

While speaking on the term of reference for the 
group he said, the trade group shall report to the Cham-
ber’s President and EXCO while advising that meetings 
should be held with all trade groups and Centre before 

the EXCO meeting. “This will help further in delibera-
tions on results and way forward for the groups and the 
Centre.”

The vision of the group is to represent the interest 
of the business community through legislative advoca-
cy, fostering their economic and professional growth 
through access to justice and the promotion of best prac-
tices in commercial dispute resolution and contributing 
to the knowledge base through interventions and peri-
odic legal advisories.

The functions of the group amongst are; to promote 
improved participation in Chamber business and activ-
ities, organise activities that will promote the legal and 
judicial sector of the economy and provide legal services, 
trainings, consultancy services to members.

The newly inaugurated Chairman, Mallam Bello while 
responding appreciated the President while saying they 
will relate with National Assembly adding that the good 
thing is that the Chamber has collaborated with the As-
sembly in the past and they will definitely do something 
to engage with them again.

Universities in Nigeria should 
deepen training of Lawyers 
and other stakeholders on 
Alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion (ADR) as a way of fast-

tracking justice dispensation in the 
country. 

This was the submission of the Chair-
man, Governing Council of Nigeria 
Chambers of Commerce Dispute Reso-
lution Centre (NCC-DRC), Chief Eme-
ka Obegolu who lamented the dearth of 
ADR knowledge in current training pro-
gramme of Lawyers in the country.

Obegolu who was speaking while re-
ceiving the Chairman, Chartered In-
stitute of Arbitrators Nigeria (CIArb) 
Abuja Chapter, Hon. Shola Ephraim-
Oluwanuga said the non-inclusion of ar-
bitration programme in the training of 
Lawyers should be revisited as the coun-
try is in dire need of ADR to address 
challenges facing justice administration 
in Nigeria.

He specifically noted that the Nige-
rian Law School should particularly re-
focus attention on equipping Lawyers 
with ADR skills and knowledge as jus-
tice administration is in needs of practi-
tioners with requisite understanding of 
ADR to speed up justice dispensation.

“If we are to reduce cost of justice ad-
ministration, if we are to speed up jus-
tice dispensation, then legal training 
should put ADR in the front burner. Ar-
bitration is cheaper, less stressful and 
saves lots of time. These are reasons 
why the Universities must embrace ADR 
without further delay.

“This is why we are partnering with 
some of the Universities on ADR to give 
them opportunity to learn more on ADR 
because most Law graduate of Nigeria 
think the fastest way to be successful is 
through litigation. They see litigation as 
a way out but across the world people 
have come to embrace ADR as a way of 
settling dispute.”

Chief Obegolu who is also the 1st 
Deputy President, Abuja Chamber for 
Commerce and Industry (ACCI) added 
that the vision of the Centre is to sign 
Memorandum of Understanding with 
CIArb to move forward in this area add-
ing that their request for their members 
to be nominated Arbitration secretaries 
is noted and will be considered. 

“Thank you for commenting on our 
mentorship programme. We are com-
mitted to keep moving forward in this 
area.” 

The Chairman CIArb, Hon. Shola who 
lauded the Centre’s recently launched 
mentorship programme for ADR said, 
the institute is aware of this giant stride 
in Arbitration hence, the need to seek 
partnership with the Centre. 

“One thing we must say is, ADR is 
cheaper, faster and one can still make 
friends after every issue is settled unlike 
in litigation.”

One of the visiting team members, 
A.T. Kehinde (SAN) also lauded the 
mentorship programme while urging 
for more publicity for people to key into 
it.

to digital strategizing and development.
It was stated in the report the pilot phase of Pan African 

Payment and Settlement System (PAPSS) aimed at facilitat-
ing the smooth implementation of AfCFTA has commenced 
in Nigeria and other countries of the West African Monetary 
Zone (WAMZ).

“The system, which would be ready at the end of 2021, was 
the first major step taken in addressing some challenges re-
lated to the cost of currency convertibility under AfCFTA im-
plementation. Afreximbank is the operator and the main set-
tlement agent for PAPSS and expected to provide settlement 
guarantee on the payment system as well as overdraft facili-
ties to all settlement agents,” the report stated.

It was agreed that the establishment of the African Invest-
ment Bank and the Pan African Stock Exchange; the African 
Monetary Fund and the African Central Bank (to be Head-
quartered in Nigeria) and the Single African Currency is cru-
cial for the effective implementation of AfCFTA.

In her submission at the roundtable, the Ms. Ladi Bala-Kef-
fi, Deputy Director of the Central Bank of Nigeria said the 
bank had been involved in the AfCFTA Agreement from in-
ception.

She said Nigeria has resilient payment infrastructures 
which enhance the selection of Nigeria to become the hub for 
payment in Africa.

The Senior Advisor at the United Nations of Economic 
Commission for Africa (UNECA) Mr. Adeyinka Adeyemi said 
the presentations and the ensuing discussions and debates 
laid the foundations for achieving continental monetary poli-
cy harmonization leading to a single currency and the smooth 
implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Area.

When the President ACCI, Dr. Al-Mujtaba Abubakar inaugurated the Law and Judicial Economy Trade Group at the Chamber 
Secretariat.



The Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics said in 2020 that 40% or 
83 million Nigerians live in poverty. Although Nigeria’s poverty 
profile for 2021 has not yet been released, it is estimated that the 
number of poor people will increase to 90 million, representing 
45%, of the population in 2022.

In the last four years, the Government Enterprise and Empowerment 
Programme (GEEP) of the Nigerian government, has so far provided 
incremental loans of between N10,000 and N300,000 to about 2.3 million 
beneficiaries who are traders, artisans, enterprising youth, agricultural 
workers and other micro-service providers; under its flagship Programmes 
tradermoni, marketmoni and farmermoni.

GEEP is an initiative of the government aimed at providing financial 
inclusion and access to micro-credit for Nigerians at the bottom of the 
economic pyramid. It aims at providing capital to beneficiaries in an easily 
accessible way to grow their business and absorb these beneficiaries into 
the formal financial system through bank accounts, mobile wallets, and 
formal identities. In a nutshell, it is a programme introduced by the Buhari-
led administration as part of the government’s strategy to provide financial 
power to all qualified citizens of the country. Since the introduction of the 
program in 2016, many Nigerians have benefited from it and more are still 
expected to enjoy this financial aid later in the year.

The Federal Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs, Disaster Management and 
Social Development in April 2020 activated the GEEP infrastructure for 
the purpose of providing urgent micro loans to petty traders and artisans 
nationwide to cushion the economic hardships of COVID-19. Recall that 
GEEP is the Government Enterprise and Empowerment Programme, 
one of the social intervention programmes, comprising TraderMoni, 
MarketMoni and FarmerMoni, and executed by the Bank of Industry. GEEP 
is a completely digitised programme where all eligible traders are captured 
into a database, verified via phone and facial recognition technology, and 
receive disbursements in mobile wallets.

The Programme was designed to give access to credit for poor and 
vulnerable people who are at the bottom of the economic pyramid this 
includes persons living with disability , the target beneficiaries will be people 
who are already engaged in business enterprises such as traders, artisans, 
enterprises (MSMEs) in furtherance of poverty eradication, Empowerment 
generation, growth and development of MSMEs throughout the federal 
republic of Nigeria.

These urgent micro loans are reaching 1,000,000 petty traders and artisans 
nationwide. Small and micro enterprises at the bottom of the economic 
pyramid have been hit hardest by lockdown restrictions. These micro loans 
are to cushion the income losses experienced during the lockdown.

All 1,000,000 traders benefitting from new GEEP loans nationwide as 
well as all existing beneficiaries have a 3-month moratorium on their loans, 
as directed by President Muhammadu Buhari.

A number of beneficiaries shared their testimony with some expressing 

X-raying Impact Of Relief 
Loans By Nigerian Govt

their disbelief upon accessing these loans, 
especially at a time when they weren’t 
unsure getting resources to facilitate their 
businesses.

Sharing his testimony on GEEP, 
Segun Ogungbero who is an artisan in 
Ogbomosho said he couldn’t access a 
micro-credit interest-free loan before 
GEEP that can boost his carpentry 
business but the arrival of GEEP however 
has enabled him an ordinary Nigerian 
artisan access to such facilities for the 
growth of his small business.

Also, Haruna Mohamed a farmer in 
Kano State couldn’t access credit facilities 
that can enable him purchase fertilisers 
and seedling for his farm and Chinyere 
a mother of three in Aba, couldn’t access 
loans that will help her acquire more 
textile products for her clothing business 
and appreciated president Buhari for 
coming up with this initiatives to cater 
for the needs of the vulnerables.

For the past five (5) years, the GEEP 
programme has been able to target and 
deliver credit to over 2.3 million people 
under the MSMEs demographic using 
Biometrics, Bank Verification Number 
(BVN) as digital collateral, mobile data 

capture and mobile wallets. 
It was indeed a sight to behold when in 2019, 

Vice President Yemi Osinbajo traversed markets 
across the country personally handing out loans 
to traders.

However, with poverty alleviation programmes 
as well as social development programmes now 
under the purview of the Federal Ministry of 
Humanitarian Affairs, Disaster Management and 
Social Development, the Ministry in the past two 
years of its existence, have effectively taken over 
and streamlined these programmes.

In line with President Buhari administration’s 
revolutionary mission of lifting 100 million 
Nigerians out of poverty in the next ten years.

The Ministry has thus come up with GEEP 2.0 
as a revamped and restructured version of the 
programme. GEEP 2.0 effectively expands its 
scope while unbundling the constituency of under-
privileged and most vulnerable people by targeting 
particular segments. 

Under GEEP 2.0 TraderMoni will give special 
attention to empowering under-privileged and 
marginalised youths who lack access to education, 
orphans, the disabled and abandoned out-of-school 
children, FarmerMoni will now promote agro-
entrepreneurship by supporting farmers engaged 
in crop cultivation, livestock, poultry and fisheries 
while MarketMoni will empower marginalised 
women such as widows, divorcees, women in the 
Internally Displaced Camps, women who are bread-
winners of their families and other women with 
entrepreneurial skills.

During the official launch of GEEP 2.0, the 
Minister of Humanitarian Affairs, Disaster 
Management and Social Development, Sadiya 
Umar-Farouq, said the programme is a veritable tool 
designed to end poverty which targets the unbanked 
poor and vulnerable but skilled population that have 
always been left out on credit delivery programmes 
and is directed at providing soft and affordable 
loans to finance their businesses. 

“Essentially, GEEP 2.0 is a continuation of the 
Buhari administration’s laudable empowerment 
drive committed to the uplift of oppressed 
Nigerians; we hope the programme will engender job 
creation, poverty alleviation, youth empowerment 
as well as enrich entrepreneurial skills acquisition 
amongst vulnerable groups.

“Consequently upon taking up the reins of 
affairs over 6-years ago, President Muhammadu 
Buhari showed purposeful leadership and his 
empowerment drive by catering to this segment 
of the society, when in 2016 the Government 
Enterprise & Empowerment Programme (GEEP) 
was established under the National Social 
Investments Programmes (NSIP),” she said.

Farouq said so far over 12 million households 
has benefited from National Social Investment 
Programmes (NSIPs) and President Buhari has given 
gracious approval to the expansion and provide 
loans to an additional 1,000,000 beneficiaries, 
with emphasis to targeting small holder farmers 
in the year 2020/2021 across the country that 
the Government Enterprise and Empowerment 
Program (GEEP 2.0).

GEEP 2.0 is well coordinated and has an 
implementation model that accommodates 
representation at the Federal, State and Local 
Government levels. Part of the new strategies 
include an increase in the loan portfolio of 
TraderMoni/ and Market Moni loans from 
N10,000.00 to N50,000.00, while the FarmerMoni 
is now N300,000 along with the provision of 
value chain and creation of digitat marketplace 
(E-platform) for beneficiaries to sell their products. 

The minister said “GEEP currently remains the 
main driving force behind the poverty reduction 
in Nigeria and appreciate His Excellency, the Vice-
President of federal Republic of Nigeria, whose 
office commenced the implementation of the 
NSIP. Without that solid foundation, we are able 
to transit to the current levels of implementation 
smoothly,” she said.

She called on all Nigerians who are specially 
targeted by the NSIP and indeed the GEEP to 
please take advantage of all that the programme 
offers so that the vision of Mr. President of lifting 
100 million Nigerians out of poverty in 2030 will 
unfailingly be accomplished.
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Without that 
solid founda-
tion, we are 
able to transit 
to the current 
levels of imple-
mentation 
smoothly

BLESSING BATURE-AKPAKPAN takes a look at the efforts of the 
President Buhari led-administration in addressing the challenges 
of credit and financial inclusion for over 37 million Nigerians at the 
base of the pyramid who are involved in active commercial activity 
but have never had the opportunity to access loans. 



By Chika Mefor-Nwachukwu

After seeing a woman die in 
childbirth, Liyatu Ayuba 
stepped in and has now de-
livered 118 babies in a com-
munity cut off from public 

health services.
Having watched a woman and her baby 

die needlessly after being refused admis-
sion to a hospital over a lack of money, 
Liyatu Ayuba wanted to never let it hap-
pen again.

The 62-year-old is one of Nigeria’s 
nearly 3 million internally displaced peo-
ple (IDPs) – driven out of their homes by 
the violence of the Boko Haram Islamist 
militants. Ayuba fled Gwoza in the north-
eastern state of Borno in 2011 with her 
family. After her husband was killed by 
Boko Haram and her teenage son bad-
ly wounded, she went to the makeshift 
Durumi 1 IDP camp, in Nigeria’s capital, 
Abuja, where about 500 families live.

“Two days after arriving in the camp, 
a pregnant woman became ill. She was 
suffering from eclampsia,” says Ayuba. 
The woman had trekked for two weeks 
from Cameroon, her first stop of refuge 
from Boko Haram, before being brought 
to Durumi 1.

“We took her to a government-owned 
hospital, which asked us for 150,000 na-
ira [£265]. Even when we told them that 
we were IDPs and had no such money, 
they insisted. The woman and the baby 
died,” says Ayuba.

Early in the conflict, the Nigerian gov-
ernment allowed the camp’s residents 
to access public hospitals. But with the 
nearest hospital almost 10 miles away, 

ba came to her home to deliver her baby, now 
seven months old, because she could not get 
to the clinic.

According to 2019 World Health Organiza-
tion figures, Nigeria accounts for about 20% of 
the world’s maternal deaths, with more than 
600,000 recorded between 2005 and 2015, 
and 900,000 maternity near-miss cases. A 
2020 study attributed the exceptionally high 
maternal and neonatal mortality rate to de-
lays in finding healthcare.

For roughly 1.17 million IDP women, of 
whom 510,555 were adolescent girls of re-
productive age in 2016, these delays are mul-
tiplied. A 2020 report by the Center for Repro-
ductive Rights, a global legal advocacy group, 
said most women in Durumi camp gave birth 
in their tents and that often those who sought 
care at a health clinic in the city were detained 
there for not paying fees. In one incident, the 
report said, the body of a woman who died in 
the clinic was not released until fellow IDPs 
raised the money to pay the bill.

Thus Ayuba’s services are priceless. But their 
complete dependency on donations, including 
the 12-metre (40ft) shipping container given 
by an aid organisation to serve as the camp’s 
clinic, means her work is not sustainable.

Covid has drastically cut visits by humani-
tarian organisations so supplies given to Ayu-
ba to help her maintain services have dried up.

“I once had to use polythene bags to cov-
er my hands because there were no gloves,” 
says Ayuba.

Umar Gola, whom the camp residents elect-
ed as their public relations officer, confirmed 
Covid’s impact.

“At one point, we wondered if we were the 
ones who brought the sickness to Earth be-
cause people stayed away from us. Donations 
that once covered 100% of our needs dropped 
to 20% or 15%,” he says.

Adequate staffing is another major chal-
lenge facing Ayuba, as she struggles to re-
cruit assistants.

“It is important to train others in case I am 
not around to help,” she says, adding, howev-
er, that not everyone is up to the task. “There 
is blood, seeing one in pain and so many oth-
er things involved. You can’t force people in 
such matters.”

At the moment, Ayuba has one assistant, 
41-year-old Hadiza Ali. “I am happy doing 
what I am doing, even though it comes with 
many challenges. Sometimes the labour comes 
at midnight,” says Ali. “But I have this passion 
for it. I work well with woman leader, bring-
ing joy to many.”

In 2016, Ayuba’s work won wider recog-
nition when she was offered four months 
training by a private hospital in Abuja to en-
hance her skills in obstetrics.

“Ayuba’s work is commendable but what 
pregnant women need is access to health fa-
cilities,” says Ummi Bukar, programme di-
rector at Participatory Communication for 
Gender Development (Paged) Initiative, an 
NGO.

“These IDPs need to be recognised by the 
authorities. This will enable them to have ac-
cess to all basic services.”

Bukar, whose organisation uses media 
to advocate for the needs of IDPs in Abuja, 
says they are pushing government agencies 
to recognise IDPs’ needs, “Right now, they 
are just left to fend for themselves, with no-
body responsible for them.”

This article was written in collabora-
tion with Egab

Source: Culled from The Guardian, UK. 

Delivering Babies In A NIGERIAN IDP Camp: 
‘I’ve Had To Use Plastic Bags As Gloves’
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many of the impoverished residents 
could not afford to get there and, as 
camps grew more crowded, the gov-
ernment put pressure on IDPs to re-

turn home, by cutting off their access 
to public health services. Ayuba had 
spent years watching her grandmoth-
er deliver babies as their village’s tra-
ditional birth attendant and she took 
on the task of becoming the camp’s 
only midwife, though untrained med-
ically.

Since then, Ayuba has helped deliv-
er 118 babies, becoming known in the 
camp as the “woman leader” and, for 
the mothers she helped, a saviour.a

“We do not have enough money to 
go to the hospital. Having the ‘wom-
an leader’ means we can deliver our 
babies for free. Who else can we run 
to when we are in labour? But with 
her clinic so close to us, we can just 
walk down, have our babies and re-
turn home,” says Hafsat Ahmed, one 
of Ayuba’s patients.

Another, Deborah Daniel, says Ayu-
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FG Introduces, 
Expands In-Site 
corporate COVID-19 
vaccination Exercise 

Stories By Deborah Musa, Abuja

To achieve herd immunity and completely win the 
fight against COVID-19, the Federal government 
has introduced and expanded on In-site corpo-
rate vaccination rollout which involves making 
special arrangement for eligible staff, dependants 

and retirees of Ministries, Departments and Agencies of 
Government(MDAs) and the private sector to get vaccinated 
in their office premises.

The Federal Government decided to introduce this meth-
od for the purpose of total inclusion, in recognition of the 
fact that some workers may find it difficult to leave their duty 
post to the vaccination site.

Dr Faisal Shuaib, the National Primary Health Care Devel-
opment Agency, Executive Director, made this disclosure at 
the NPHCDA weekly press briefing on the progress of phase 
II COVID-19 vaccination rollout exercise in the Country on 
Tuesday in Abuja where he noted that MDAs, public and pri-
vate corporate organization that require staff to be vaccinated 
should visit the official website designated for that to fill the 
request form as the services is provided at no cost.

Dr Faisal reiterated that the COVID-19 delta variant is 
highly contagious and twice as contagious as previous COV-
ID-19 variants which led to his advice, encouraging all eligible 
persons in the country to get vaccinated. 

He also disclosed that the phase II COVID-19 vaccination 
with Moderna and AstraZeneca vaccine has fully commenced 
in all 36 states and FCT, while as of 6th September 2021, a to-
tal of 3,600,858 eligible Nigerians have so far received their 
1st dose of COVID-19 vaccine.

“As of 6th September 2021, a total of 3,600,858 eligible Ni-
gerians have so far received their 1st dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine. This is made up of 2,551,738 persons vaccinated with 

The Federal Government disclosed Monday that 
the second phase of the Covid-19 vaccine ad-
ministration which is currently ongoing, re-
quires active participation of traditional lead-
ers to champion the cause.

The National Primary Health Care Development Agen-
cy, Executive Director, Dr Faisal Shuaib appreciated the 
traditional leaders for their support in the sensitization 
and mobilization of their community members in the 
first phase of the vaccination rollout.

Dr faisal made this known at the third quarterly meet-
ing of the Northern Traditional Leaders Committee on 
primary healthcare delivery in Abuja, where he also stat-
ed that Nigeria celebrated the one year anniversary of 
being wild polio virus free in the past week and the suc-
cess was as a result of the efforts of the leaders.

He said,“The first phase of our strategic COVID-19 
Vaccine roll out witnessed complete utilization of all 
available doses of vaccines, due to your support in the 
sensitization and mobilization of the community for 
vaccination. The second phase which is currently ongo-
ing, would also require our traditional leaders to champi-
on the cause towards vaccination and ensure Nigeria re-
turns to normal living. 

“We encourage you to use your influence to dissemi-
nate the right information and dispel any misinforma-
tion on the vaccines.

“Last week, we completed one year as a wild polio vi-
rus (WPV) free country. This achievement is due to the 
collective efforts of all of you our fathers, steering the 
boat of leadership to ensure vaccination is widely accept-

ed by all.”
Dr Faisal also revealed that Nigeria’s wild poliovirus 

free certification is not under any threat. 
He acknowledged the Sultan of sokoto alongside 

NTLC members and all traditional leaders for their con-
tinuous support in ensuring the country remains wild 
polio virus free.

He also appreciated the Ooni of Ife for his systematic 
engagement of the Traditional leaders in the South-west 
with the Southwest Traditional Leaders’ Committee on 
PHC delivery.

“I would also like to use this opportunity to once again, 
appreciate His Eminence, the Sultan of Sokoto, NTLC 
members and all traditional and religious leaders across 
the country for the sustained support and continuous 
mobilization of the community to ensure that we remain 
WPV free. 

“Your Highnesses, I am glad to inform you that His 
Imperial Majesty, the Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan 
Ogunwusi; (₦jájá II), is providing leadership in the sys-
tematic engagement of the Traditional leaders in the 
South-west with the Southwest Traditional Leaders’ 
Committee on PHC delivery that was inaugurated by the 
Honourable Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie Ehanire on 
2nd of September 2021 at his Imperial Majesty’s palace, 
Ile-Ife. 

“This shows that our traditional leaders have the in-
terest of their community at heart and are collaborat-
ing with the Government in ensuring basic healthcare 
services are available to the people. NTLC members and 
all traditional and religious leaders across the country 

for the sustained support and continuous mobilization 
of the community to ensure that we remain WPV free” 
Faisal said.

“With the different disease outbreaks that we are cur-
rently contending with, it is imperative that our ap-
proach becomes more integrated. This is because they 
are all interwoven. Amidst COVID-19, we have Cholera, 
CVDPV2 which is as a result of suboptimal routine im-
munization in some parts of the country.  

“As we conduct outbreak response campaigns, we need 
to find a way to integrate our responses for efficient uti-
lization of available resources and to enhance confidence 
in our people. Integration will also enhance our determi-
nation to continue to safeguard our wild polio virus free 
status.  Consequently, Your Highnesses, mobilization, 
sensitization, advocacy and role modelling efforts should 
target multiple interventions simultaneously. 

“It is in the spirit of integration that we have adopted 
what we call the PSI (primary health care services inte-
gration) or ‘the whole of family approach’ for this second 
phase of the COVID-19 vaccination. It entails checking 
the blood pressure and assessing the diabetes risk sta-
tus of clients 40 years and above and screening children 
0 to 12 months for malnutrition and routine immuniza-
tion status.

“Your Highnesses, distinguished ladies, and gentle-
men, I humbly remind those who are yet to receive their 
second doses of AstraZeneca vaccine that it is now avail-
able in all states across the country, while the Moderna 
vaccine is available for those who are yet to be vaccinat-
ed”
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COVID-19 Vaccine Second Phase administration 
requires Traditional Leaders – FG

AstraZeneca vaccine and 1,049,120 persons vacci-
nated with Moderna vaccine. Therefore, 1,576,011 
persons have been fully vaccinated with AstraZen-
eca vaccine. We have now restarted the administra-
tion of AstraZeneca as first dose in all designated 
health facilities. The decision to re-open AstraZen-
eca for first dose administration is hinged on the 
fact that we received an additional 1,394,480 dos-
es of vaccines through the COVAX facility. You may 
recall that at previous briefings I did inform you 
that as we receive additional supplies, we will open 
it up for first dose administration.

“I am glad to inform you that our phase II COV-
ID-19 vaccination with Moderna and AstraZen-
eca has now fully commenced in all the 36 states 
and FCT.  I want to particularly urge all those who 
received their first dose of the AstraZeneca vac-
cine before 8th July, 2021 to visit the nearest des-

ignated health facility and receive their 2nd dose. 
The list of vaccination sites across the country 
is available on the NPHCDA website. It has also 
been published in the Daily Trust and The Nation 
newspapers

“We also received 1,123,200 doses of the John-
son & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine late evening 
on Saturday 4th September 2021 through the 
AVATT platform, coordinated by the African Un-
ion Commission, as part of the 39,800,000 doses 
procured by the Federal Government of Nigeria. 
The NAFDAC team have already taken samples 
for analysis and are currently scanning the codes 
to ensure proper serialization of the vaccine.

“In recognition of the fact that some workers 
may find it difficult to leave their duty post to the 
vaccination site, we have introduced and expand-
ed in-situ corporate vaccination. This entails mak-
ing special arrangement for eligible staff, depend-
ants and retirees of Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies of Government (MDAs) and the private 
sector to get vaccinated in their office premises.

“MDAs, public and private corporate organi-
zation that require staff to be vaccinated should 
visit www.nphcda.gov.ng to fill the request form. 
These services would be provided at no cost to 
the Ministries, agency/cooperate bodies. States 
and LGAs should please note that no fees/levies 
should be mandated from the cooperate bodies 
when teams are sent to provide these services

“We would like Nigerians to note the number 
of COVID-19 cases recorded in this third wave. 
Please remember that the Delta variant is highly 
contagious, more than twice as contagious as pre-
vious COVID-19 variants and the more a commu-
nity/society remains unvaccinated, the more they 
allow this virus to mutate to other more virulent 
forms. We have the vaccines to stop this mutation 
process and prevent deaths related to this disease. 
I therefore encourage us to take advantage of the 
efforts by the Federal Government to ensure citi-
zens are safe and protected from this virus”

On the issue of recognizing the Indian made 
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine which is also known 
as Covishield, Dr Faisal noted that it is really more 
of a documentation matter, rather than a quality 
issue. He said they got the vaccines through WHO 
and COVAX. So COVAX and WHO are pursuing 
the issue across the globe, rather than each Coun-
try addressing it separately. The WHO and COV-

Dr Faisal Shuaib
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“We really appreciate the 
relationship between our 
nations, and also feeling 
that together we can 
make much difference in 
our bilateral relations and 
also influencing the global 
trajectory

Nigeria And Saudi Arabia To Strengthen 
Diplomatic, Trade Relations

Nigeria and Saudi Arabia have expressed their willingness to improve 
on their bilateral relationship and collaboration in international poli-
tics. This was disclosed yesterday as His Excellency 
Geoffrey Onyeama, Nigeria’s Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs receive in audience  His Excellency Prince Fais-

al Al-Saud, his Saudi Arabia counterpart in the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs in Abuja

Addressing journalists after a closed door meeting at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, Onyeama said both countries have a re-
lationship that dates over a century.

He said both countries are allies at the Organisation of Petro-
leum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and are currently looking for 
ways of moving from total dependency on oil into other sectors.

Onyeama said they are looking at ways of increasing trade be-
tween both countries and are working at setting up a Commis-
sion which would bring in business men and women from both 
countries to explore areas of trade and business.

He said both countries are willing to improve the framework 
they already have for cooperation in the area of Joint Commis-
sion, explaining that one took place over six years ago and both 
countries would be having another one before the end of this year.

Onyeama said both nations are also ready to work together in the areas of se-

curity especially in addressing 
the challenge of terrorism, in-
surgency and non-state actors 
destabilising the countries and 
around the world.He said this 
would assist Nigeria and Saudi 
Arabia to identify areas of trade 
and bilateral relationship.

He said at the meeting they 
spoke on the need to work to-
gether to tackle the challenges.

He explained: “We talked 
about the challenges in the 
West Africa sub-region, in 
North Africa and in the Red 
Sea area.

“We spoke about opportu-
nities in the trade and econo-

my field. We spoke of cooperation at bilateral and multilateral levels, even 
at the level of the United Nations and strengthen-
ing our solidarity, speaking together with one voice 
and pushing for reforms of some of these agencies’

He added that: “We really appreciate the relation-
ship between our nations, and also feeling that to-
gether we can make much difference in our bilateral 
relations and also influencing the global trajectory.”

He said he had an excellent discussion with his 
Saudi Arab counterpart and with the relationship 
of President Muhammadu Buhari and the King of 
Saudi Arabia, there is already a strong foundation 
for a better relationship between the two countries.

He said the bond of brotherhood between Nige-
ria and Saudi Arabia is really strong and that both 
countries can build on this for greater relationship.
Also speaking, the Saudi Arabia Minister confirmed 
that they had fruitful discussion that would mutu-
ally benefit both nations.

He disclosed that both nations would be meeting very soon to further 
build on the existing business and trade relationship.

www.summitpostnews.com @summitpostnews summitpostnews

DJ Roman and Keith Harris, 
who are both high school stu-
dents from Atlanta, recent-
ly led their team in winning 
the 2019 annual internation-

al debate tournament at Harvard Univer-
sity. They have successfully maintained 
their undefeated record for two consec-
utive years, which marked history in the 
competition.

Roman, a senior student at North At-
lanta High School, and Harris, a senior 
student at Westlake High School, repre-
sented their debate team in the champi-
onship round and defeated other scholars 
from 15 different countries. That is depite 
having no previous experience in joining 
debates.

Roman and Harris prepared for the tournament with 
their teammates for 10 months. They have been guided 
by Harvard’s assistant debate coach, Brandon P. Fleming, 

who was highly acclaimed for his efforts with the Harvard 
Diversity Project which aims to recruit black youth in 
Metro Atlanta to train and put them into Harvard’s sum-
mer residency on full scholarships.

“Most of our students have never been 
exposed to the power of academic debate,” 
Fleming said in a statement. “Knowing 
that they will compete against hundreds 
of scholars who have years of debate expe-
rience combined with the benefit of pri-
vate and prep schools to their advantage, 
we seek to level the playing field by intro-
ducing our students to higher level aca-
demic disciplines that are typically una-
vailable in traditional school settings.”

“This is the moment that we’ve worked 
so hard for,” Roman said of their victory. 
“Our accomplishment is far bigger than 
us; we are showing the world what black 
youth are capable of achieving when given 
equal access, exposure, and opportunities. 
This win is for our ancestors, our city, and 

most of all our culture.”

Source: BlackNews.com

Two Black High School Students Make History at Harvard University



By Collins Ughalaa KSC 

Few days ago the me-
dia was agog with 
stories of the Gov-
ernor’s visit to Abu-
ja, the federal cap-

ital territory. The Governor 
was on a working visit to 
address a number of criti-
cal State matters, both po-
litical and economic. Glad-
ly, he came back home with 
sweet tidings. 

We can therefore surmise 
that the Governor’s stay 
in Abuja was worth it. But 
the opposition led by the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) would have none of 
it. They shout to high heav-
ens, that the Governor was 
on a jamboree. The Imo PDP 
has the penchant not to see 
anything good in the gov-
ernment and the Governor. 
This is understandable, but 
it does not replace the fact 
on the ground, which is that 
the Governor was able to 
attract billions of Naira in-
vestment from his trip, and 
is bridging the President to 
Igbo soil.

We posit that no chief ex-
ecutive or captain of indus-
try would achieve much for 
his company by sitting in his 
office all day long. In similar 
manner, with all the securi-
ty, economic, developmen-
tal, infrastructural and po-
litical challenges facing the 
Southeast and Imo State in 
particular, no State Chief Ex-
ecutive worth his salt would 
sit at home and expect mir-
acles. Manners no longer 
fall from heaven. Everyone 
has got to work out his sal-
vation. To achieve so much 
for their people, governors 
of the Southeast should 
leave their comfort zone, 
move out and mix up. They 
have to be where the discus-
sions are held. They have to 
meet people that matter and 
do all the needed lobbying. 
The Governors should learn 
to use their offices to open 
doors and break barriers for 
their people. Gone are the 
days when Governors sit 
back, lock themselves up, 
become local champions by 
complaining and blaming 
others for their woes. Abu-
ja being the centre of pow-
er politics, the melting port 
of national and internation-
al politics in the country, any 
governor not seen around is 
not worth his onion.

It was not shocking, there-
fore, that Governor Hope 
Uzodimma braced the odds, 
went to Abuja, met with the 

President and other people 
that matter and brought 
home the trophy. The Gov-
ernor upon arrival to the 
State said his official trip 
to Abuja was a huge suc-
cess. “Imo will reap bounti-
fully from World Bank pro-
grammes on rural roads, 
NEWMAP projects, ecolog-
ical programmes, among 
others that dominated [the 
Governor’s] discussion[s] 
and activities while in Abu-
ja”, said the Governor’s CPS 
and Media Aide, Oguwike 
Nwachuku. He further quot-
ed the Governor to have said 
that he had to embark on the 
Abuja trip  to “resolve some 
critical issues that were sup-
posed to be handled in Abu-
ja.” He mentioned such is-
sues to uch issues to include  
the World Bank programmes 
on rural roads, the NEW-
MAP projects and other ero-
sion control issues.

According to the Gover-
nor: “The Southeast has 
suffered a great deal of mar-
ginalization. The Southeast 
has been excluded in many 
things, the reason being that 
Nigeria is practising parti-
san democracy, and once 
you are with the ruling par-
ty, there are some advantag-
es you will get outside those 
who are not in that party. 
This is no longer a secret”. 
He added: “The good news 
is that Imo has been able to 
attract additional support 
from Mr. President on man-
agement of some ecological 
problems in the State.”

Beyond these, the Gover-
nor also secured approval 
for President Muhammadu 
Buhari to visit Imo State 
on Thursday, September 9, 
2021, to commission some 
significant projects put to-
gether by his administra-
tion. The projects include, 
but not limited to commis-
sioning some landmark pro-
jects such as the Naze Junc-
tion/Federal Poly/Ihiagwa/
FUTO/Obinze Road, total-
ling over 14km; the Balloon 
Technology for the control 
of erosion in the State cap-
ital.

Over the years, Ower-
ri has been suffering from 
flooding. Apart from what 
the late Sam Mbakwe put 
in place when he was Gov-
ernor of the old Imo State, 
no tangible effort had been 
made to address the peren-
nial challenge of flooding 
until the coming of Gover-
nor Hope Uzodimma. Plac-
es like Chukwuma Nwoha, 
Dick Tiger, Ihechiwa, MCC 

Gov Uzodimma’s Abuja Trip, President 
Buhari’s Visit And PDP’s Headache 

despite its strategic impor-
tance to the State.

No doubt, the President’s 
working visit to Imo State 
is the first of its kind in the 
Southeast since he became 
President in 2015. Don’t get 
it twisted. The President had 
been to Imo State on politi-
cal campaign purposes but 
he had never visited the en-
tire Southeast on working vis-
it. Similarly, attempts to get 
the First Lady visit Imo State 
never worked. But here we 
are, waiting eagerly for the 
first working visit of the Pres-
ident to Igbo land.

During our radio pro-
gramme on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 7, on MyRadio 101.1, we 
made the point that Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari will 
aside commissioning people 
oriented projects in the State 
hold a town hall meeting with 
Igbo leaders, including tradi-
tional rulers, political leaders, 
captains of industry, religious 
leaders, youths, activists, 
traders and artisans, etcetera. 
We made the point that the 
town hall meeting is a gold-
en opportunity for Ndigbo 
to meet with Mr. President 
and talk things over. With all 
the complaints of marginali-
sation, insecurity, exclusion, 
etcetera, the town hall meet-
ing is a rare opportunity to 
vent our frustrations before 
Mr. President. 

We should not follow the 
PDP and throw away the 
baby with the bathwater. We 
should rather be looking for 
solutions to all our problems 
instead of taking actions to 
exacerbate them.

 The Southeast has been 
excluded in many things, 
the reason being that 
Nigeria is practising 
partisan democracy, and 
once you are with the ruling 
party, there are some 
advantages you will get 
outside those who are not in 
that party
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Road and its environs, Akwakuma, World 
Bank, have suffered flooding. Unable to face 
the life threatening challenge, many resi-
dents and landlords abandoned their hous-
es, outside the fact that many of them had 
lost valuable property. Some people had 
even drowned in the floodwater along IMSU 
Junction, Okigwe Road, etcetera. 

Bothered by the development, therefore, 
Governor Hope Uzodimma took the bull by 
the horn by deploying technology to solv-
ing the problem. The outcome of that is the 
Balloon Technology, a tunnel measuring 
2.45km lenght, 1.8m in diameter and be-
tween 0.9 and 11.5m in depth. The Balloon 
Technology has 94 manholes that has the ca-
pacity to take all the floodwater from Dick 
Tiger, Chukwuma Nwoha, Ihechiwa, Alad-
umma, Relief Market and Trans-Egbu, dis-
charging into Otamiri River. On the other 
hand, the over 14km Naze/Junction/Feder-
al Poly/Ihiagwa/FUTO/Obinze Road, aban-
doned for over 18 years, which will be com-
missioned by the President, is one of the 
busiest roads in the State. Successive gov-
ernments in the State failed to fix the road, 
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Ankara is a wearable fabric any day and 
we are letting you in on the  beat collec-
tions of ankara styles you can flaunt to 
the office and on an outing with friends.

From vintage to crisp,sheer and  mod-
ern, there are many reasons why we love the lace 
material; its versatility with new Ankara combo.Its  
one attribute that transforms and gives a fashionis-
ta’s look when rocking beautiful fashion lace pieces.

Ankara tops on Jean trousers have long reg-
istered itself in the minds of fashion lovers as a 
wardrobe must have, the unique combination  
leaves you looking girlie and fashionable. Match-
ing the Jean colour to suit colours of Ankara pat-
terns usually make a fabulous mix.

Lace fabrics with mixture of Ankara  come in doz-
ens of colours and patterns creating effortlessly 
unique,luxurious designs for the modern woman.

look.Careful though in 
choosing shoes that bright 
colours,matching white shoes 
with red floral colour isn’t at all 
a bad ideal! The main goal how-
ever is for the colours to com-
pliment each other.

These Ankara styles express 
everything you want as a ca-
reer woman; confidence, com-
posure, strength and good 
taste. At this time of the week, 
we believe that the Ankara fab-
ric is the right choice; here are 
a collection of corporate Anka-
ra styles.

Lace fabrics with mixture of Ankara  come 
in dozens of colours and patterns creating 
effortlessly unique,luxurious designs for the 
modern woman

Ankara Bold Fashion Statements
Fashion & Style

we are bringing them to you in 
variety of bright beautiful colours. 
The amazing thing about these styles is that 
they fit women of any age and size and it al-
ways leaves you with a refreshing,alluring chic 
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You are well known for natural skin care products. But you 
did have a stint in the banking industry. How and why did 
you make the switch?

I worked with Diamond bank as the regional administrator for 
eight years and am a workaholic so as for the home front not 
to suffer i made the decision to leave the banking sector and 
go into business.

To tell you the truth business is a hobby for me and it 
allows me to face the family. When i work I put in 100 percent 
of my time and my energy that takes a lot of time so i want 
something i can do that allows me to have time for my 
husband and children.

Given that business is also tasking, how do you combine 
business and family?

Its easy it’s a lot of structuring as i learnt with my experience 
working in the bank, I work from home so am able to 
structure both time for production and time for family.

Tell us about your natural skin care range
My skin care range comprises the mix of pure natural 
products, we have the three skin care products, which are 
shea butter, black soap and the body delight. My brand name 
CILLA ORGANICS is formed from the last four letters of 
my name, organics because the shea butter is organic. It is 
sourced from the wild in northern Nigeria, particularly in 
Nasarawa and Niger States.

It is 100 percent Nigerian except for the mixture of 
essential oils from Europe and Mango butter from India,  
and the mixture is because American essential oils are pure 
therapeutic grade such that when a woman uses it, it relaxes 
her so that her time of body grooming is done even while 
relaxing her body.

This is especially good for women to make them know they 
can use natural products  that is good for all weather and all 
skin type here in Nigeria without having to look to far for 
product that might be harmful to their skin in the long run 
and it also good for men, children, young or old.

How long have you been doing this?
I started production in January 2017.

Do you have a background in cosmetology/How are you 
able to combine these materials?

I read Secretarial Administration,  i had my OND in Calabar 
Polytechnic and my HND in Kaduna Polytechnic, but I have 
done a lot of research on these products, i am currently 
running a program with School of Natural Cosmetics in 
United Kingdom(UK), I want to know if some of those 
products there can work with the skin of an African, you 
see their passion is natural and organic products and how 

“

Trailblazer In Pure 
Organic Skin Care 
Products
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these helps women especially and men in solving 
various skin problems.

I have certification of the Food and Drug 
Administration(FDA) United States and we 
are currently working on our certification with 
ECOCERT France, its an organization that 
regulates organic products among many other 
certification we are working on.

What can you assure this does for the skin?
First of all I use this products, my husband and 
children all use it, with every product development 
I start with myself so there are precaution and 
careful selection for all skin types. I have all shades 
of skin colour in my home so its easy to watch the 
process, reactions and side effect and luckily the 
experience is very good so far.

Shea butter tree is edible, the seed in its fruit 
is what we use to make shea butter, its lasts up 
to 300 years when planted, it start fruiting in 
the 15th -25th year of planting it is also used for 
wooden flooring that are durable so its has a lot 
of benefits and again its nature so there is little 
wonder why its this good.

The shea butter helps to beautify the skin, 
makes it glow and does not bleach. The products 
are natural with no chemical or synthetic material. 
It helps in skin repair and it evens out skin tone to 
a well blended complexion without patches.

What inspired you to go into natural skin care 
production?

I love my skin, i have never used any whitening 
cream on myself. My mum raised us on shea 
butter, all nine of us, while growing up we always 
had shea butter at home, and so even till now 
my siblings and i still have radiant skin, more so 
i wanted to find out why shea butter had a funny 
smell and after my research I realized it occurs 
only when it is processed with unclean water that 
it has that smell, aside that i want to tell people 
shea butter is their best bet for a youthful radiant 
skin. This my passion so I counsel people to eat 
right, for their wellbeing and for well nourished 
skin this works well with natural products to 

having a radiant look.

How do you get Funding?
All funding has been out of pocket, all on my own.

Are you making profit?
Yes. Profit is good but it can be better, I will like to 
install boreholes in the villages where i process my 
shea butter in Niger and Nasarawa States as part 
of my contribution to those communities that is 
how much i want my profit to improve.

How is the reception?
It takes a lot because when it comes to Nigerian 
market you have to be resilient. The reason is 
simple, most times people buy foreign product 
so your trying to distort that mindset will take 
a lot of work and time for them to come to 
the understanding that natural products are 
healthy for the skin. So we time they will stop 
over dependence on foreign products, as long 
as you have a good skin you can be 80 years and 
you won’t look it, am in my 40s and i have four 
children but my skin is still as radiant as i know 
it to be because with a good organic product you 
won’t have skin problems.

What are your challenges?
Process of certification, funding and market 
linkage, the market development for instance, 
going  to meet with village women to train 
them on how to process shea butter to meet 
international standard.

Getting NAFDAC to give their final approval 
even after inspecting our production site in Kwali 
and of course funding which can help expansion 
and facilitate production.

So where do you market your product?
Mostly online and on Instagram and WhatsApp 
where people place their orders and have it 
delivered to them.

Do you export?
Yes. I export in small quantity.

Pricilia Nwosu

She is the chief executive officer(CEO) of 
P.R.I Global  Ventures, producer of CILLA 
ORGANICS natural skin care products,  
former northern regional administrator for 
Diamond bank who has years of experience 
in various businesses , Pricillia Nwosu  is a 
ardent promoter of healthy products for long 
lasting radiant skin. The entrepreneur talks 
with Abuja Life about her organic skin care 
range and the things she is most passionate 
about. 



CLIMATE CHANGE: HUMANITARIAN NEED COULD 
DOUBLE TO OVER 200 MILLION PEOPLE BY 2050
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By Blessing Bature-Akpakpan, Abuja

About 90 percent of refugees are from countries affected 
by the impact of climate change. In 2020, 82 million 
people were forcibly displaced by conflict, persecurtion 
and violence with 48 million of them within their own 
borders and 26 million as refugees.

The Conflicts, combined with the pandemic and the effect of 
climate change is severely aftecting food systems worldwide; causing 
hunger and even famine. The number of people facing starvation has 
already surpassed 270 million. Today 41 million people worldwide 
are at a risk of dying of hunger across 43 countries. Of these 11.4 
million live in Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, southern Madagascar, North-
east Nigeria, South Sudan and Yemen. 

The combination of climate change and conflict continue to 
exacerbate inequalities, pushing people from their homes, disrupting 
food production and supplies, amplifying diseases and malnutrition, 
and weakening health-care services. 

The crisis in Northeast Nigeria is a complex emergency and 
presents an intricate web of issues that require the collective 
collaboration of different actors in the search of a durable solution.

The humanitarian crisis in the Bay States remains one of the 
largest in the world today. At the peak of the crisis in 2017, over 2.2 
million people were displaced in the BAY states and 303,963 Nigerian 
refugees are in neighbouring countries Cameroon (115,695), Chad 
(16,294) and Niger (171,974). The situation is also very dynamic with 
an estimated 1.9 million currently displaced in the worstaffected 

states of Borno, Adamawa and Yobe.
In addition, an estimated 1.6 million displaced 

people have returned to relatively safe areas 
in Bay States with limited basic services and 
livelihood opportunities, over US$ 3.2 billion has 
been mobilized for the humanitarian response 
in the north-east from 2017 to 2020, providing 
life-saving assistance to over 5.5 million people 
annually. 

The humanitarian community in Nigeria, 
including the Government, INGOs, Civil Society 
and the UN have done very good work over the 
years in alleviating human suffering, averting a 
famine in 2017, and bringing hope to millions of 
people affected by the conflict.

However, 8.7 million people in the BAY states 
still need humanitarian assistance in 2021, 
requiring a total of US$ 1.01 billion. In addition, 
1.4 million people are displaced in northwest 
Nigeria and over 1 million in north central that 
equally need humanitarian assistance. 

The ongoing conflict continues to be the main 
driver of humanitarian needs in north-east Nigeria 
with the following challenges: Deteriorating 
security situation and shrinking humanitarian 
space, Increasing humanitarian needs and 
declining funding Security and access challenges, 
Increasing food insecurity and risk of catastrophic 
food insecurity and if preventive measures are not 
scaled-up and enhanced especially during the lean 
season. 

Presently, there are thousands of trees being 
planted across Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states 
spanning multiple locations in these states, 
involving humanitarians, state and local actors and 
communities have organized themselves to go out 
and pick up trash beautifying their surroundings; 
and meaningful climate discussions are occurring 
on local state radio stations also involving multiple 
state holders.

Young Nigerian climate change influencers 
have been engaging the public on social media 
and bringing to the forefront the importance of 
this issue and its impact on the country, but most 
especially the most vulnerable in the north-east 

“The crisis in Northeast 
Nigeria is a complex 
emergency and presents 
an intricate web of issues 
that require the collective 
collaboration of different 
actors in the search of a 
durable solution
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BAY states.
During the 2021 Humanitarian day, Edward 

Kallon, UN Resident and humanitarian 
Coordinator, Nigeria said about 80% of people in 
need of humanitarian assistance across the Borno, 
Adamawa and Yobe states are women and children. 
Women and children are disproportionately 
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic and gender 
inequalities have been reinforced over the past 
few months.

Kallon said the ongoing conflict has resulted in a 
serious protection crisis with continued violations 
of international humanitarian and human rights 
law, violations of the rights of children, abduction, 
rape, arbitrary killings, gender-based violence, and 
the collapse of traditional coping mechanisms, 
saying from global best practices, there are no 
humanitarian solutions to humanitarian problems 
and the only solution to the crisis in Northeast 
Nigeria is peace.

According to him, “As we look at the resent 
surrender of non- state armed actors in the north-
east, we are able to get a glimpse of hope “on the 
hoizon”, However, we must also be cognizant 
of the reality that there is still much work to do 
in the north-east, and the road to recovery and 
stabilization must continue to untold in this 
ongoing humanitarian context, We must continue 
to meet acute humanitarian needs, with an eye and 
intention towards sustainable development.

According to the UN Secretary General, “the 
Climate emergency is a race we are losing, but 
it is race we can win”. The climate emergency is 
wreaking havoc and time is already running out 
for millions of the world’s most vulnerable. On this 
WHD, we remind the world that we are caught in a 
climate emergency. The average global temperature 
is already 1.2 degrees centigrade warmer that the 
pre-industrial level (1850 -1900) and heading 
for a catastrophic temperature rise of 3-5 degree 
centigrade this century. The humanitarian need 
could double to over 200 million people by 2050, 
and the humanitarian funding needs could increase 
to US$ 20 Billion annually by 2030. 

From the analysis, a three-pronged approach is 
required to find a durable solution to the crisis in 
north-east Nigeria: This requires the engagement 
of a diverse range of actors, based on their 
respective collective comparative advantages with 
the continuation of the counter-insurgency effort 
of the NAF and the counter-terrorism effort by 
the MNIJTF. 

This however needs to be complemented with 
dialogue and a peace building process to achieve 
peace; Continuation of life saving assistance in 
pockets of acute humanitarian needs built around 
a resilience-based approach to support the affected 
population cope with the impact of the crisis, 
recover from it and engage in transformative 
change; Address the root causes of the crisis due to 
prolonged development deficit, multidimensional 
poverty, Governance and Human Rights deficits 
and climate vulnerabilities.

Addressing complex emergencies requires 
appropriate locally-constructed and context-
specific’ initiatives to address the duality of the 
key problems we encounter to simultaneously, 
Reduce needs, risks and vulnerabilities of the 
affected populations; Build resilience at individual, 
household, community and institutional levels.

At the core of strengthening the coherence 
between humanitarian, development and peace is 
reducing people’s needs, risk and vulnerabilities, 
supporting prevention efforts and thus, shifting 
from delivery of humanitarian assistance to 
ending the needs for this assistance in the future; 
this is a prolonged and phased approach that still 
requires much support as communities recover and 
development takes over. This is critical in reducing 
the humanitarian caseloads and ensuring that we 
meet our collective pledge to leave no one behind.
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The recent announce-
ment by the De-
fence Director for 
Air Force Affairs, 
Ashibel P. Utsu,  

that the Nigerian government 
had concluded the award of  
contract for the acquisition 
of 24 M-346 multirole aircraft 
for its Air Force, the first of its 
kind in an expansion drive is 
a welcome development. The 
cost of the purchase is put at 
€1.2 billion. 

A strong and well equipped 
fighting forces is a source of 
national pride and a guaran-
tee of protection against ex-
ternal aggression. However, 
this purchase has been greet-
ed with mixed feelings, espe-
cially, on account of the grind-
ing poverty in the country. 

It stands to be correct-
ed that the war Nigeria has 
fought against insurgency, 
banditry and other forms of 
criminality in the last 12 year 
is majorly triggered by pover-
ty. The experience has shown 
that arms has failed or are 
failing to solve the problem 
of insurgency  which has cost 
about 350, 000 Nigerian lives 
and an estimated 3 million 
people displaced, with steadi-
ly rising military expenditures 
and severe opportunity cost 
implications for the economy 
as scarce resources are con-
tinuously being channelled to 
prosecute the war on terror-
ism against other social ben-
efits like good roads, qualita-
tive education, and electricity.

So far, the military solution 
seems not to be working, as  
insurgents have rared their 
ugly heads in other regions of 
the country, overstretching 
the military capacity, destroy-
ing public infrastructures and 
paralysing economic activities 
in their wake

Nigeria has long been suf-
fering an unemployment cri-
sis creating a pool for easy 
recruitment for criminal ac-
tivities, with a bulk of the af-
fected being the youths, with 
energy that could otherwise 
be put to good use and nation 
building task.

Though the current govern-
ment has rolled various initi-
atives to address the rising 
stem of unemployment, there 
is room for improvement for 
an aspirational society as ours, 
hence it is expedient that a 

more comprehensive and in-
tegrated approach that strives 
to address the root causes of 
this strives will be essential in 
finding lasting solution or so-
lutions to this protracted cri-
sis.

Nigeria has seen its defense 
budget rise from 100 billion 
naira ($625 million) in 2010 
to 927 billion naira ($6 billion) 
in 2011 and 1 trillion naira 
($625 million) naira in2012, 
2013 and 2014 relative to ex-
penditure allocated to other 
sectors of the economy.

Experts have faulted the 
efficacy of full blown war on 
the restoration of peace and 
stability in the northeast or 
in the northwest which has 
witnessed a major increase in 
the criminal activities of ban-
dits, even leading to the recent 
complete shutdown of tele-
communications companies 
operations in Zamfara state.

It is argued that the persis-
tent root cause of Nigeria’s in-
surgency and banditry is eco-
nomic, suggesting that the 
individuals involved have not 
been adequately mobilised to 
be good and productive agents 
of society. There is also the be-
lief that the rebellion may be 
borne out of neglect and im-
punity among other things, 
and that the federal govern-
ment should seek to negoti-
ate, establish new schemes 
and arrangements to deal 
with this issues to restore 
trust in this areas, especially 
with reports of violations by 
both sides.

The aircraft was co-devel-
oped with Yakolev Design 
Bureau as YAK/AEM-130 be-
fore the Italian co-manufac-
turer Alenia Aermacchi went 
solo with the manufacturing 
of the platform.

First unveiled at the 2017 
Dubai Air Show, the M-346 
Fighter Attack builds on the 
features of the M-346 AJT 
(Advanced Jet Trainer) by 
beefing up its capabilities 
with 7 external carry points 
and the addition of the Gri-
fo multi-mode radar. It has a 
modern design with a state-
of-the-art man-machine in-
terface with liquid crystal 
displays and a HUD. Pow-
ered by two F124-GA-200s, 
it has a VMAX of 1065km/h 
with a ceiling of 13,715 me-
tres and a range of 2220km 
in ferry mode with three ex-
ternal tanks. Designed pri-
marily for advanced train-
ing, its airframe can support 
up to 7.3G. Multi-role par ex-
cellence, it can perform a wide 
range of missions from air po-
licing (AP) to maritime oper-
ations support (TASMO) to 
strike guidance (JTAC). 

The exact variant of the 
M-346 Nigeria is acquiring 
is unclear, however, the M-
346FT (Fighter Trainer) and 
M-346FA (Fighter Attack) 
variants are advanced train-
ers and light combat options 
for the Air Force.

The M-346 cost of about $25 
million is no doubt an expen-
sive plane, with the contract 
estimated at 1.2 billion dollars. 

The Roman company will be 
able to rely on its local partner 
Sec Pro Africa, which will sup-
ply weapons and spare parts.

These new aircraft will join 
the ranks of the growing Nige-
rian Air Force. They will replace 
the Alpha Jet A/E aircraft that 
are reaching the end of their 
service life. The M-346s will 
come between the 12 EMB 314 
Super Tucano ordered in 2019 
and the 3 JF-17C Thunder in 
service since 2016. The multi-
purpose aircraft will comple-
ment the anti-guerrilla warfare 
conducted by the Super Tuca-
no in the north of the country 
and provide air-to-air support 
to the Thunder for border de-
fence. With this purchase, 
NAF will have the most pow-
erful air force in the region, es-
pecially since it also has a fleet 
of armed Chinese CH-3, CH-
4, and Wing Loong II drones. 
Its most serious competitor, 
Chad, has only three Mig-29 
SMs and six Su-25s, as well as 
aircraft leased from South Af-
rican private military compa-
nies.

With this purchase Nige-
ria will be joining the ranks of 
countries like Poland, Qatar in 
terms of advance airforce ca-
pability.

Spending whooping sum 
of €1.2 billion on armament 
at a time poverty has driven 
young men into crimes and 
criminality is not a wise de-
cision. Rather, the concentra-
tion should be on how to re-
duce the grinding poverty in 
land. 

Boosting Nigeria’s Armament 
Amidst Grinding Poverty...?

“The newspaper is 
a great power, but 
just as an unchained 
torrent of water 
submerges whole 
countryside and dev-
astates crops, even so 
an uncontrolled pen 
serves but to destroy”. 
- Mohandas Karam-
chand Gandhi, 2 
October 1869 – 30 
January 1948). 
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